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Kelley  in  Command 


Since  our  school  has 
been  separated,  Ms.  Kelley 
has  been  in  charge  of  the 
Annex  Building.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  an  interview 
with  her. 

Argo:  Are  you  the 

Headmistress  here? 

Ms.  Kelley:  No.  I  am  the 
building's  administrator. 
I  was  designated  by  the 
Headmaster  to  be  in  charge 
of  operations  in  this 
building.  My  30b  is  ]ust 
like  that  of  Ms.  Edwards 
over  at  the  main  building. 

Argo:  There  seems  to  be 

very  little  space  in  the 
Annex  Building.  What  do 
you  think  of  the  building? 
Ms.  Kelley:  I  don't  think 
the  building  is  too  small. 
There  are  enough  rooms  for 
every  teacher  to  have 
his/her  own  classroom. 


There's  space  for  an  assem¬ 
bly  and  a  wonderful  cafe¬ 
teria.  It's  bright  and 
cheerful  here.  We  also 
don't  have  to  listen  to 
the  noise  of  the  con¬ 
struction,  as  in  the  main 
building.  There  isn't  any 
dirt  and  dust  either. 

Argo:  I  still  have  no  idea 
what  an  assistant  Head¬ 
master  does,  what  do  you 
do? 

Ms.  Kelley:  An  Assistant 
Headmaster  is  a  position 
which  serves  to  support 
thr  Headmaster  in  any 
phase  of  running  a 
school.  Whether  the  prob¬ 
lem  is  educational  or  op¬ 
erational,  Assistant  Head¬ 
masters  will  be  there  to 
deal  with  them. 

Argo:  How  do  you  like  your 
new  30b  so  far? 


Ms.  Kelley:  I  am  delighted 
to  run  the  Annex.  The 
students  are  terrific,  and 
the  teachers  have  volun¬ 
tarily  chosen  to  be  here. 
There's  a  wonderful  atmos¬ 
phere  here.  Everyone  has 
been  so  cooperative  in 
getting  the  Annex 
started.  It's  not  easy  to 
bring  so  many  students  to 
a  new  location  and  provide 
them  with  the  fine  edu¬ 
cation  that  we  give  at 
Boston  Latin  School.  The 
only  reason  why  things  are 
going  as  smoothly  as  they 
are  is  due  completley  to 
the  cooperation  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  and  the  teachers  at 
the  Annex.  I  am  delighted 
that  the  sophomores  have 
taken  responsibilities  for 
the  sophomore  lounge.  I 
want  them  to  be  school 
leaders;  I  want  them  to  do 
some  fund  raising.  I  want 


them  to  be  of  service  to 
the  school.  We're  all 
part  of  the  Latin  School 
tradition. 

Argo:  Is  there  anything 

else  to  be  done  in  this 
building? 

Ms.  Kelley:  There  are  many 
things  which  need  to  be 
done  here.  For  example. 


work 

is 

being 

done  now  in 

room 

A15 . 

They 

are  clean- 

ing 

out 

the 

room  and 

getting  a 

new 

rug  for  it. 

Also,  wires  need  to  be 
installed.  The  custodians 
who  are  working  here  are 
doing  a  fine  30b  in  such  a 
difficult  situation. 
There  are  eight  floors,  so 
it  is  harder  for  them. 

This  ended  the  interview 
with  Ms.  Kelley.  The  Argo 
thanks  her  for  her  time 
and  cooperation. 


Back  from  Britain 


by  Tony  Lee 

Mr.  Kevin  Roche.  an 
English  teacher  here  at 
Boston  Latin  School,  was 
involved  in  the  Fulbright 
Teacher's  Exchange  Program 
last  year.  This  program 
selected  a  limited  number 
of  teachers  to  go  abroad 
and  exchange  places  with 
British  teachers.  Mr. 
Roche  went  to  England  to 
exchange  places  with  Ms. 
Brindle,  and  in  turn,  she 
taught  here  at  BLS. 

Mr.  Roche  lived  in 
Ilford,  Essex,  which  is 
about  twelve  miles  from 
London,  and  taught  English 
at  the  Robert  Clack  Com¬ 
prehensive  School,  which 
is  located  in  a  town 
called  Dagenham.  We  asked 
Mr.  Roche  about  his  ex¬ 
periences  . 


Argo:  Are  there  any 

similarities  between  this 
school  and  the  school  in 
which  you  taught? 

Mr.  Roche:  Well,  it  was 
the  same  and  it  was  dif¬ 
ferent.  It  was  the  same 
because  the  kids  studied 
the  same  sub3ects  and  the 
age  level  was  the  same. 

There,  they  didn't  call 
the  grades  "Seniors"  and 
“Juniors."  but  instead 
they  called  them  "Forms." 
First  Form  was  like  the 
sixth  grade.  Second  Form 
seventh  Grade,  and  up  to 
the  second  year  Sixth 
Form,  which  is  like  the  Se¬ 
nior  class  here.  Children 
there  can  leave  school  at 
age  fifteen,  and  in  that 
year  they  take  their  final 
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Once  again  another 
school  year  has  started, 
and  the  ARGO  is  back.  In 
the  months  ahead  we  ask 
for  your  support,  and  if 
you  would  like  to  see  an 
article  on  a  special  topic 
or  if  you  have  any  ideas 
or  contributions,  please 
feel  free  to  come  to  our 
meetings  or  talk  to  the 
editors:  Ann  Ambiel  116, 
Vincent  Lau  117,  Michelle 
Pearse  104.  Although  the 
student  body  is  split 
between  two  buildings,  we 
will  make  every  effort  to 
bring  news  from  both 
buildings  to  the  students 
in  both  buildings. 

We'd  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  Mr. 
Maloney  for  helping  the 
ARGO  out  of  some  technical 
difficulties  in  the 
process  of  this  first 
issue.  • 

Thanks  for  your  support 
and  have  a  great  year! 


Every  year,  five  hun¬ 
dred  seventh  graders  come 
to  Boston  Latin  School. 
This  year,  thanks  to  the 
renovations,  there's  only 
half  a  school  in  which  the 
students  can  get  lost, 
with  the  approximate  seven 
hundred  juniors  and 
seniors,  instead  of  the  u- 
sual  two  thousand  stu¬ 
dents. 

I  asked  some  of  the 
seventh  graders  what  they 
thought  about  the  school, 
and  here's  what  they  said. 

"Big!  It's  big  and  noi- 


A  Commentary 
by  Melissa  Leung 

This  year,  all  eighth, 
ninth,  and  tenth  graders 
are  situated  in  the 
Kennedy  Administration 
Building  on  Palace  Road. 
It  is  definite  that  many 
are  displeased  with  this 
alteration . 

A  survey,  conducted  on 
some  students  of  the 
Kennedy  /  Administration 
Building  points  out  some 
of  the  discontentment  of 
the  students. 

Most  of  the  pupils 
consider  the  main  building 
of  Boston  Latin  School  as 
a  greater  area  of  comfort 
than  the  Kennedy  / 
Administration  Building, 

In  comparison  to  the 


by  Mabie  Mui 

On  Friday,  October  7, 
1988,  the  students  of  the 
main  building  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School  did 
not  have  to  attend  ciass 
because  there  was  no  heat 
in  the  building.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  "Annex" 


students 

did 

have 

to 

attend 

right? 

school . 

Was 

this 

A 

majority 

of 

the 

students 

and  a 

few  of 

the 

teachers 

in  the 

“Annex ,  “ 

with  whom  I  have  spoken, 
believed  that  this  was  not 
right.  Ms.  Kelley  .  for 
instance.  had  even 
encouraged  some  students 
to  speak  with  Mr.  Contom- 
pasis  about  this  matter. 
A  group  of  students  went 
around  the  building  and 
announced  to  everyone  that 
if  anyone  thought  that 
this  matter  was  unfair,  he 
should  just  follow  them. 


sy."  It's  a  lot  less 
organized  than  their 
former  schools.  When  they 
were  asked  what  they 
didn't  like,  they  mostly 
said  that  there  was  too 
much  homework  and  that  the 
rules,  such  as  going  to 
lockers  at  certain  times, 
needing  passes  to  go  any¬ 
where,  and  needing  to  sign 
up  a  day  beforehand  to 
use  the  library,  were  too 
strict.  The  things  they 
did  like  were  some  of  the 
classes,  the  teachers,  the 
shorter  day  for  some  stu- 


the  "Annex."  One  reason 
is  that  the  Annex  is  most 
certainly  overcrowded. 
Having  students  transfer 
from  one  building  to  the 
next,  between  the  Kennedy 
and  Administration  areas, 
through  only  two  entrances 
in  four  minutes  is  a  major 
complaint.  Another  dis¬ 
approval  is  that  mostly 
everyone  is  shifting  his 
heavy  burden  of  books  from 
class  to  class  due  to  the 
fact  that  students  can  go 
to  their  lockers  only  in 
the  morning,  after  fourth 
period,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  day.  Something  def¬ 
initely  should  be  done  to 
change  this  inconvenience. 


because  this  group  was 

going  to  speak  to  Mr.  Con- 
tompasis.  As  the  students 
went  around  to  the 
classrooms,  many  agreed 
that  this  situation  was  un¬ 
just,  but  most  were  not 
willing  to  follow.  After 
the  students  had  gathered 
a  good  many  others,  they 
were  about  to  leave  the 
building  when  the  security 
guard  would  not  let  them. 
They  were  all  forced  to  go 
back  to  their  homerooms. 

During  homeroom  period 
that  morning,  I  asked  my 
homeroom  teacher  Mrs. 
Mitchell  whether  or  not 
she  thought  that  this 

situation  was  justified. 
She  said  that  it  was 
because  the  main  building 
didn't  have  heat  and  the 
"Annex"  did.  There  were 
many  outbursts,  but  one 


dents,  and  the  study 
periods. 

When  the  seventh 
graders  were  asked  what 
they  would  change,  they 
said  the  rules  mentioned 
above.  In  addition,  they 
wanted  to  have  more  tea¬ 
chers  and  classes,  so  that 
there  would  be  fewer  stu¬ 
dents  in  each  room.  On 
the  whole,  most  kids  said 
that  they  liked  this 
school  better  than  their 
former  schools,  and  I 
agree. 


main  building,  the  Annex 
has  smaller  corridors  and 
although  cleaner,  a  smal¬ 
ler  cafeteria.  There  is 
no  bell  system  whatsoever 
in  these  buildings,  which 
means  that  students  have 
to  keep  track  of  their  own 
time.  With  the  aid  of 
teachers  and  Ms.  Kelley, 
the  bells  are  separately 
rung.  In  addition,  not 
every  classroom  is  equip¬ 
ped  with  a  blackboard. 

Hopefully  in  two  years, 
the  reconstruction  of 
Boston  Latin  School  will 
be  finished.  The  outlook 
seems  dismal  to  many,  but 
let  us  try  to  adapt  to  the 
situation. 


classmate's  words  took 
control . 

This  student  stated,  "In 
the  beginning  of  the 
school  year,  Mr.  Con- 
tompasis  had  told  the 
students  who  attended  the 
Kennedy  and  Administration 
building  not  to  feel  as 
if  they  were  no  longer 
Boston  Latin  School  stu¬ 
dents.  He  had  said  that 
we,  as  a  part  of  Boston 
Latin  School,  should  take 
part  in  the  club 
activities  and  sports. 
Even  though  we  are 
considered  the  “Annex," 
nothing  pan  change  the 
fact  that  we  are  Boston 
Latin  School  students.  He 
had  said  if  we  didn't  act 
as  one  Boston  Latin  School 
body,  then  we  were  going 
to  have  problems." 


Are  We  One? 

A  Commentary 
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bis  bulletin  beard 

G0NEERT  QHEIR  GflflRITY 


by  Vivian  Towe 

On  October  4,  1988,  the 
Boston  Latin  School  Con¬ 
cert  Choir  gave  their 
first  performance  of  the 
year  at  a  benefit  dinner 
for  “Childhope“  at  the 
Park  Plaza  in  Boston. 

"Childhope"  is  a  world¬ 
wide  organization  born  out 
of  a  great  concern  for 
children  living  on  the 
streets.  Its  prime  ob¬ 
jective  is  to  reach  out 
and  improve  children's 


lives  and  to  prevent  a- 
buse,  exploitation,  and 
child  abandonment. 
Included  in  these  init¬ 
iatives  is  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  projects  in  devel¬ 
oping  countries,  legal 
protection,  appropriate 
schooling,  and  better  care 
programs  for  street 
children . 

The  theme  of  the  night 
was  "Turning  Dreams  into 
Reality,"  and  there  was  a 
special  appearance  by  Rog¬ 


er  Rabbit. 

The  Boston  Latin  School 
Concert  Choir  had  the  hon¬ 
or  of  opening  the  even¬ 
ing's  activities  with  such 
songs  as  "I'd  Like  to 
Teach  the  World  to  Sing," 
"Somewhere  Out  There,"  and 
"We  Are  the  World." 

The  guest  list  included 
such  celebrities  as  Frank 
Avaruch  of  Channel  5's 
Great  Entertainment,  Liz 
Walker  of  Channel  4's 
nightly  news,  and  Mayor 


Raymond  Flynn.  To  top  off 
the  evening,  there  was  a 
photograph  of  the  Concert 
Choir  with  actress  Liv  Ull- 
mann  and  actor  Christopher 
Reeve. 

Special  thanks  are  to 
be  given  to  Mr. Brown, 
conductor  of  the  choir, 
and  Mr. Angelo  Picardi,  who 
arranged  for  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  choir  at  the 
benefit. 


Class  of  89  Outlook 


by  Marie  O'Connell 

Senior  year,  it  is 
finally  here.  We,  the 
Class  of  1989,  have 
reached  our  last  year  at 
the  Boston  Latin  School . 
I  am  certain  that  you  have 
noticed  that  life  is  be¬ 
coming  a  mass  of  dead¬ 
lines,  decisions,  and  de¬ 
rangement  as  well.  In  such 
times  as  these,  we  need 
strong  class  leadership. 
My  quest  was  to  discover 
if  our  class  president  was 
doing  his  job  to  ensure 
that  our  senior  year  would 
be  a  fabulous  one  and  to 
find  out  what  is  going  on 
with  the  senior  class  of¬ 
ficers.  I  interviewed 
Matthew  Klein.  Since 
school  began  in  September, 
the  main  concerns  of  se¬ 
niors  have  been  the 
parking  situation  and  the 
loss  of  certain  priv- 
eleges.  As  for  the  latter 
issue  of  senior  priv- 
eleges,  seniors  were  dis¬ 
mayed  to  discover  that 
many  priveleges  were  being 
infringed  upon  to  ac¬ 
commodate  for  the  chaos 
caused  by  the  renovation 
procedures.  Matt  Klein 
and  Lester  Allen,  the 
senior  class  President  and 
Vice  President,  devised  a 
petition.  This  was  done 
to  attempt  to  convince  Mr. 
Contompasis  that  allowing 
juniors  to  partcipate  in 
senior  lounge  was  a 
serious  infringement  on 
senior  rights.  However, 
this  petition  was  rejected 
with  the  explanation  that 
the  rooms  being  used  for 
junior  studies  were  need¬ 
ed  for  other  class¬ 
es. 


Next,  the  issue  of 
early  dismissal  for  se¬ 
niors  arose.  Many  seniors 
did  not  have  last  period 
studies.  Therefore,  they 
could  not  depart  from 
school  early  on  any  day. 
However,  an  agreement  was 
finally  reached  to  allow 
seniors  to  be  dismissed 
early  during  the  utility 
period  on  Tuesdays  of  ev¬ 
ery  week.  This  is  only  if 
a  student  does  not  have  an 
extracurricular  obligation 
to  attend  during  that  time 
period. 


Many 

students  have  a 

nagging 

dilemma 

concerning 

parking . 

Matt 

Klein  has 

made  a 

serious 

attempt  to 

relieve 

this 

situation. 

However, 

due 

to  ren- 

ovations 

and 

the  many 

vehicles 

which 

traverse 

the  vicinity 

of  the 

school , 

it  has 

been  very 

difficult 

to 

convict  a 

feasible 

parking  ar- 

rangement 

• 

Another  important  facet 
of  class  government  is  the 
Class  Committee.  In  the 
committee's  first  meeting, 
many  Issues  were  dis¬ 
cussed.  Some  of  the  is¬ 
sues  discussed  were  the 
necessity  of  choosing  se¬ 
niors  to  sell  doughnuts 
and  such  things  during  the 
upperclassmen  lounge  in 
order  to  raise  money  for 
the  senior  class  and  to 
look,  for  a  location  for 
the  graduation  cere¬ 
monies.  On  the  latter 
issue,  some  people  thought 
that  the  senior  class 
needs  to  choose  a  location 
for  the  ceremonies  with 
better  accoustics. 


The  Class  Committee 


will 

meet 

every 

Tuesday . 

Each 

committee  member  will 

be  assigned  senior  home- 

rooms 

to 

represent  and  to 

whom 

the 

member 

will  re- 

port 

back. 

Mr. 

Beninati 

and  Mr.  Page  will  act  as 
the  faculty  advisors  to 
the  committee.  Matt  Klein 
will  act  as  the  link 
between  the  committee  and 
Mr.  Contompasis,  as  Matt 
will  present  committee  pro¬ 
posals  to  the  headmaster. 
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Megan  McCarthy 


One  through  the  Eyes 
of  Another 


by  Michelle  Pearae 

Megan  McCarthy  haa 
indeed  exemplified  Latin 
School  spirit.  Through  her 
various  activities  in  BLS, 
she  has  served  her  school 
and  enriched  its  com¬ 
munity.  Megan  has  achieved 
great  academic  success  by 
maintaining  honor  grades 
and  tackling  the  mon¬ 
umental  task  of  taking 
five  advanced  placement 
courses  in  English,  Latin, 
Math,  French  *  and  Govern¬ 
ment.  She  has  the 
overwhelming  responsib¬ 
ility  of  being  co-editor 
of  the  Class  of  1989's 
Yearbook.  She  has  the  ad¬ 
ditional  responsibilty  of 
being  vice-president  of 
the  National  Honor  Soci¬ 
ety.  She  proves  herself 
worthy  in  the  athletic 
"arena"  as  she  is  one  of 
the  tri -captains  of  the 
BLS  girls's  swim  team.  In 
addition  to  these  respon¬ 
sibilities,  she  also 
maintains  a  regular  30b. 

Megan  can  be  found 
involved  in  other  activ¬ 
ities  at  BLS,  in  some  way 
or  another .  She  attended 
Milton  Academy  Summer 
School  and  studied  jour- 
nalism  and  astronomy.  She 
is  also  a  National  Merit 
Scholarship  Semi-Finalist. 

Since  Megan  has  at¬ 
tained  such  success  at 
BLS,  one  may  wonder  what 
her  "secret  to  success" 
is.  When  asked  what  she 
thinks  a  student  needs  to 
succeed  at  BLS,  Megan 


responded, "I  think  it  is 
important  to  organize 
one's  time  well.  One  has 
to  have  the  commitment  to 
get  the  work  done."  In  re¬ 
gard  to  her  priority  to 
academics,  Megan  explained 
that  in  the  long  run, 
academic  do  take  priority 
over  activities. 

Megan  is  a  senior  and 
is,  thus,  attending  the 
school  in  the  main  build¬ 
ing.  I  asked  her  if  she 
believed  that  the  renova¬ 
tion,  causing  a  disruption 
in  many  senior  privileges, 
is  dampening  the  "senior 
class  spirit."  Megan  re¬ 
marked,  "It  has  not 
dampened  it  as  much  I 
thought  it  would.  Although 
it  is  nicer  to  be  a  senior 
when  there  are  all  six 
classes  in  the  building,  I 
don't  think  it  has  really 
'dampened'  it.” 

Megan  would  like  to  at¬ 
tend  either  Brown  Univer¬ 
sity  or  William's  College 
next  year.  She  is  in¬ 
terested  in  studying  math, 
specifically  statistics. 

When  asked  to  state,  in 
one  sentence,  what  BLS 
means  to  her.  Megan  stated 
that  it  is  "the  best  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  student  in 
the  inner  city  to  get  a 
first  rate  public  edu¬ 
cation."  Judging  from  her 
performance  at  BLS,  it  is 
clear  that  Megan  has 
certainly  seized  this 
opportunity. 


by  Johnny  Lefevre 

Ike  Chukwu  Ogbuike,  al¬ 
so  known  as  Ike,  has  at¬ 
tended  B.L.S.  since  the 
seventh  grade.  When  asked 
what  he  thought  of  this 
school,  Ike  responded, 
"It's  a  tough  school,  but 
I  feel  that  this  is  the 
best  place  to  get  a  good 
education."  Ike  was  born 
in  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
but  his  parents  are  from 
Nigeria,  Africa. 

Ike  participates  in 
many  sports  at  B.L.S.  and 
outside  of  school.  He  has 
amassed  a  total  of  eleven 
trophies  :  five  in  foot¬ 
ball,  two  in  basketball, 
two  in  track,  one  in  base¬ 
ball,  and  one  in  street 
hockey . 

With  such  diverse  ath¬ 
letic  abilities,  one  can 
safely  say  that  this  stu¬ 
dent  is  an  exceptional 
person. 

Ike  also  participates 
in  church  activities.  He 
is  an  altar  boy  at  St. 
Mary's  Church. 

Ike  considers  himself 
to  be  most  often  a  person 
with  an  exuberant,  comical 
cleverness:  in  other 
words,  a  3oker.  However, 


he  says,  "Oftentimes,  I'm 
serious,  but  moat  of  the 
time,  I  like  to  joke 
around." 

Ike  is  quite  popular  too. 
Anyone  who  haa  been  in 
this  school  for  so  long, 
and  who  has  such  an  ath¬ 
letic  and  scholastic  repu¬ 
tation  is  bound  to  be  pop¬ 
ular.  Ike  adds,  "...Among 
my  friends,  I'm  liked,  but 
as  for  being  popular. . .you 
will  have  to  ask  the  other 
students." 

I  would  like  to  say 
that  as  we  were  3ust  about 
to  commence  the  interview, 
I  said  to  Ike, "I  want  to 
conduct  an  interview  with 
somebody  interesting  and 
well-known  in  this 
school."  Ike  replied,  "Why 
me?  There  are  a  lot  of 
other  interesting  and  well- 
known  people."  Then  I 
said,  “I  want  to  do  an 
interview  with  somebody 
who,  in  my  opinion,  is  in¬ 
teresting  and  well-known." 
Ike's  reply,  "Well,  O.K." 

Ike  Chukwu  Ogbuike  has 
the  best  of  both  worlds  : 
a  great  athlete  and  a 
great  student. 


ROCHE  from  page  1 

exams  and  get  a  cer¬ 
tificate  for  leaving 
school.  (They  are  usually 
sixteen  when  they  get 
it.)  The  cerificate  is 
equivalent  to  a  high 
school  diploma.  If  they 
want  to  stay  in  school  for 
higher  education,  then 
they  go  into  the  Sixth 
Form  for  two  years.  Then 
they  go  to  a  university. 

Argo:  Do  most  students  go 
onto  higher  education? 

Mr. Roche:  Well,  the 
school  in  which  I  taught 
was  equivalent  to  a  gen¬ 
eral  American  high 
school.  In  England,  they 
call  it  a  comprehensive 
school.  Latin  School  is 
like  most  English  grammar 
schools,  that  is  a  college 
preparatory  school.  In  a 


comprehensive  school,  you 
can  study  any  sub3ect  at 
any  level,  and  you  can  go 
into  a  college-preparatory 
track  or  a  vocational 
track. 

In  England,  they  cat¬ 
egorize  people  in  classes 
more  than  we  do.  In  the 
town  that  I  worked  in, 
they  were  almost  100*  work¬ 
ing  class.  The  students 
are  working  class  students 
and  as  a  rule  in  England, 
it  is  not  expected  that 
they  go  into  higher 
education.  Nobody  expects 
it;  their  parents  don't  ex¬ 
pect  it,  the  town  doesn't 
expect  it,  not  even  the 
kids  expect  themselves  to 
go  into  higher  education. 
Most  of  them  end  their  edu¬ 
cation  when  they  are 
sixteen  and  find  30bs, 


since  there  are  many  3obs 
available  in  that  part  of 
England.  The  second 
school  in  which  I  taught 
had  1,200  students,  and 
about  120  would  stay  on 
for  the  Sixth  form,  making 
about  a  120  "Juniors"  and 
"Seniors. " 

Argo:  That  is  unusual. 
Around  here  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  a  decent 
30b  with  3ust  a  high 
school  diploma,  unless  one 
is  enrolled  in  a  30b 
training  center  of  some 
sort. 

Mr. Roche:  Well,  a  lot  of 
students  who  leave  school 
at  age  sixteen  end  up 
coming  back  to  school  at 
different  levels.  They  go 
back  to  higher  education 
at  Sixth  Fora  colleges. 


which  is  like  “high  school 
review."  The  equivalent 
here  would  be  like  going 
to  evening  school  while 
you  were  working.  Many 
companies  send  these  kids 
back  to  school,  but  most 
people  don't  need  to  do 
that.  Anything  up  through 
the  sophomore  level  is 
usually  enough. 

Argo:  What  kind  of  3obs 
do  most  of  these  people 
have? 

Hr. Roche:  ,  Most  of  them, 
when  they  leave,  go  into 
ordinary  jobs  like  res¬ 
taurant  help,  clerks  in  de¬ 
partment  stores,  stock  peo¬ 
ple,  or  manufacturing 
jobs.  The  Ford  plant  is 
located  in  the  town  I 
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The  Return  ef  Stengel 


by  Sylvia  Chu  and  Lena 
Tang 

Mr. Stengel,  who  is  a 
gradute  of  Boston  Latin 
School  of  the  class  of 
1965,  tells  us  about  him¬ 
self.  He  has  a  Bachelor's 
Degree  from  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Institute  of  Tech¬ 
nology.  He  has  previously 
taught  at  Latin  Academy. 
This  year  he  is  starting 
his  nineteenth  year  of 
teaching,  his  first  at 
BLS.  Mr. Stengel  has  al¬ 
ways  wanted  to  teach  at 
his  alma  mater.  This  is 
his  third  time  applying  at 
BLS.  Due  to  the  fact  that 
many  teachers  wish  to 
teach  at  BLS,  equally  qual¬ 
ified  teachers  are  chosen 
by  the  system  according  to 
seniority. 

He  notices  that  the 
Boston  Latin  School  build¬ 
ing  is  basically  the  same, 
even  after  all  these 
years.  In  the  years  that 
he  attended  this  school, 
it  consisted  of  all  boys. 
He  was  a  part  of  the  cham¬ 


pion  chess  team.  He  remem¬ 
bers  a  speech  that  he  got 
as  a  sixie,  "turn  to  your 
left,  turn  to  your  right, 
and  look  around,  etc.” 
When  we  told  him  that  the 
same  traditional  speech 
was  still  being  given  to 
sixies  as  they  entered  the 
school,  he  was  a  bit  sur¬ 
prised.  Although  things 
have  varied  through  the 
years,  some  traditions  nev¬ 
er  change. 

Mr. Stengel  comes  from 
the  Latin  Academy.  He  has 
taught  mathematics  there 
for  fifteen  years  and  was 
involved  with  the  school's 
math  team  for  twelve 
years. 


When 

aked 

why 

he 

decided 

to  come 

and  teach 

at  BLS, 

he  answered. 

••it 

was  my 

own  choice 

.  I 

have 

always 

wanted  to 

teach  at 

the  best  school 

in 

the 

sytem . 

Besides, 

with 

the 

planned 

moving 

of  Latin 

Academy, 

there 

would 

be 

problems.  I  didn't  want 
to  move  with  the  school. 
Although  with  the  reno¬ 
vations  at  BLS,  I  feel 
that  there  is  a  more 
stable  enviroment  here.” 

We  wanted  to  know  what 
was  the  difference  between 
Latin  Academy  and  BLS  stu¬ 
dents.  His  response  was 
this.  “Academy  students 
and  BLS  students  are  both 
very  highly  motivated. 
The  students  all  have  a  de¬ 
sire  to  perform  well. 
However,  BLS  students 
probably  differ  by  the 
fact  that  they  have  a  bet¬ 
ter  overall  curriculum 
background.  Nevertheless, 
both  schools  have  very  re¬ 
sponsive  students;  I  enjoy 
teaching  young  people  with 
high  ability.” 

Mr. Stengel  has  always 
preferred  teaching  upper 
level  mathematics.  Now  at 
BLS,  he  teaches  a  variety 
of  classes.  He  has  a 
sixie,  a  freshman,  and  a 


junior  class,  along  with 
one  freshman  honor  class 
and  one  junior  honor 
class.  Mr .Stengel  enjoys 
teaching  different  levels 
of  mathematics,  for  teach¬ 
ing  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  again  would  be 
boring. 

Mr. Stengel  already  has 
plans  for  his  future  at 
3LS.  He  intends  to  become 
involved  with  the  BLS  Math 
Team.  At  present,  he  has 
no  other  changes  planned 
in  his  career,  because  he 
would  like  BLS  to  be  the 
last  school  in  which  he 
teaches  in  his  career. 
When  asked  if  he  had  plans 
to  continue  with  his  learn¬ 
ing  and  with  attending 
graduate  school,  he  stated 
that  he  didn't  have  much 
time  to  devote  to  graduate 
school.  However,  he  men¬ 
tioned  that  he  would 
definitely  like  to  take 
computer  courses  at  North¬ 
eastern  University. 
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J 

taught  in,  so  many  of  them 
9®t.  a  job  at  Ford  Motor 
Company  for  the  rest  of 
their  lives. 

Argo:  Do  the  kids  do  well 
academically  at  the 
school?  How  are  they,  as 
students,  compared  to  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  students? 

Mr. Roche:  The  attitude 
toward  education  in  a  reg¬ 
ular  high  school,  such  as 
the  one  I  was  in,  was  that 
education  was  not  so  im¬ 
portant  for  the  job.  The 
parents'  attitude  toward 
education  was  the  same. 
Thus  the  students  were  not 
motivated.  The  level  of 
their  attainment  in  any 
given  class  was  probably 
two  years  behind  their  age 
level ,  even  compared  to 
other  English  schools. 
The  students  whom  I  was 
teaching  were  learning  at 
a  rate  of  two  years  below 
the  average.  Thus  sixteen 
year  old  kids  were  doing 
eighth  grade  work.  They 
are  just  not  Interested  in 
education,  especially  an 
academic  one. 

Also,  in  the  school 
where  I  taught,  there  were 
no  grades  in  the  English 
department.  No  grades 
whatsoever.  There  were  no 
“fails";  nobody  fails. 
All  the  work  in  classes  is 
geared  towards  a  set  of 
examinations  taken  at  age 
sixteen  at  the  last  year 
of  school  and  those  are 
graded.  If  a  student  gets 
a  certain  letter  grade,  A 


through  G,  it  would  be 
considered  a  “pass."  If  a 
student  didn't  do  any  work 
or  didn't  prepare,  chances 
are  he  would  go 
"ungraded,"  that  is  the 
equivalent  of  a  “failure,” 
but  it  is  not  called  a 
“failure." 

In  classes,  no  grades 
were  awarded,  and  teachers 
were  expected  to  write 
comments  on  students'  pa¬ 
pers.  The  students  would 
then  go  by  the  comments. 
The  comments  would  show 
whether  the  student  did 
the  assignment  properly  or 
not.  Then,  the  student 
would  be  given  a  chance  to 
upgrade  the  assignment  if 
he  wanted  to. 

Argo:  Do  you  think  that 
that  system  is  better  than 
this  system  here  at  Boston 
Latin? 

Mr. Roche:  It's  a  hard 
question  to  answer.  The 
Boston  Latin  School  system 
is  better  for  Boston 
Latin,  because  Boston  Lat¬ 
in  is  an  academic  school. 
In  a  general  high  school, 
if  all  of  the  students  and 
all  of  the  teachers  do  not 
expect  grades,  then  it 
works.  There  are  no  fail¬ 
ures  in  that  no  students 
are  kept  back.  There  is 
no  such  thing  as  “keeping 
a  person  back  a  year," 
unless  it's  for  medical 
reasons  which  cause  many 
absences.  They  just  move 
from  one  grade  to  another 
by  age,  and  they  take  the 


test  at  age  sixteen.  If 
they  do  well  on  the  test, 
they  can  stay  on  for  the 
Sixth  Form. 


Argo:  Do  students  only  get 
one  chance  at  taking  that 
test? 

Mr.  Roche:  No,  they  can 
retake  it.  Therefore, 
sometimes  they  have  to  re¬ 
peat  a  year,  but  it's 
voluntary.  It's  very  rare 
at  that  level. 

In  the  next  level  up, 
the  A  level  of  the  Sixth 
Form,  those  tests  can  be 
taken  again  and  the  sub¬ 
jects  studied  over  again 
in  the  same  level.  The 
tests  are  given  nation¬ 
ally. 

Argo:  Are  those  tests  like 
the  ACT  or  the  SAT? 

Mr.  Roche:  No,  they  are 
not  like  the  American 
tests.  They  are  all  essay 
tests.  They  don't  have 
any  objective,  question  / 
answer  tests  like  the  SAT 
or  the  Achievements.  They 
are  tested  in  the  subject 
area,  but  the  students 
really  do  extensive  pa¬ 
pers.  The  exams  are  usual¬ 
ly  three  to  six  hours  in 
length. 

Argo:  You've  mentioned 
that  you've  visited  other 
schools.  What  other 
schools  did  you  visit? 

Mr.  Roche:  I  visited  some 


schools  in  the  western 
part  of  England,  and  I 
visited  a  school  in  which 
I  taught  before  in  the 
southern  part  of  England, 
called  Sussex.  I  visited 
a  school  in  Lincolnshire 
where  a  friend  of  mine 
teaches  and  where  I  lead  a 
group  of  Latin  students  in 
an  exchange  back  in  1983. 
Students  from  that  school 
are  coming  here  this  year 
to  visit  us  for  two 
weeks.  It's  part  of  a 
Boston  to  Boston  ex¬ 
change.  It '8  a  student 
exchange  as  well  as  a 
teacher  exchange. 

Argo:  Did  you  miss  Latin 
School  while  you  were  in 
England? 

Mr.  Roche:  It's  good  to  be 
home  right  now  and  good  to 
be  at  Latin  School.  I've 
been  here  for  twenty-nine 
years,  so  it's  home  to 
me. 

Teaching  at  the  school 
in  which  I  was  last  year 
was  quite  different  from 
teaching  here  because  all 
the  students  were  in  dif¬ 
ferent  ability  levels; 
each  class  was  made  up  of 
kids  in  different  ability 
levels.  This  was  called 
“mixed"  ability  teaching, 
which  meant  that  one  had 
to  teach  the  least  mo¬ 
tivated  and  the  least  able 
student  as  well  as  the 
most  motivated  and  the 
most  able.  In  one  class, 
you  had  20X  of  the  class 
like  Latin  School  students 

V-A-  »—  * 
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City  Year  Eton#  SMffl 


by  Karen  Marchione 

Most  people  don't  like 
to  write  about  "What  I  did 
over  EUiier  vacation,"  but 
this  year  I  don't  Kind  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  that  I  had 
the  greatest  summer  job. 
It  all  began  in  the  spring 
when  I  had  heard  about  a 
program  called  “City 
Year."  I  had  the  im¬ 
pression  that  it  would  be 
physical  work  to  beautify 
Boston.  With  this  in 
mind,  on  the  second  of 
July,  I  was  on  my  way  to 
Thompson's  Island  with 
forty-nine  complete  strang¬ 
ers.  For  four  day  we  had 
orientation  on  Thompson's 
Island.  However,  this  was 
like  no  other  orientation, 
because  we  went  through 
workshops  designed  for  us 
to  meet  each  other  and  to 
understand  each  other.  By 
the  end  of  orientation,  a 
special  bond  had  formed 
among  the  corps  members. 

When  we  arrived  back  in 
Boston,  we  began  work.  I 
still  had  a  vague  idea  of 
what  City  Year  was.  This 
private  organization  was 
acting  as  a  service  um¬ 
brella  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  meet  some  of  its 
needs.  Instead  of  going 
to  agencies  and  asking 
them  what  they  needed 
done.  City  Year  opened  up 
its  office  for  people  to 
come  in  and  propose  why 
they  thought  that  their 
projects  should  be  ful¬ 
filled.  Then,  the  City 
Year  staff  members  picked 


different  projects  for 
each  of  the  five  teams. 
Four  of  the  teams  were  cor¬ 
porate  sponsored  and  the 
fifth  team,  the  Citizens' 
Team,  was  funded  by  indiv¬ 
idual  donations. 

The  diversity  of  pro¬ 
jects  was  equalled  by  the 
diversity  of  the  teams. 
Some  of  our  projects  were 
sorting  and  salvaging  food 
at  the  Boston  Food  Bank, 
establishing  a  Special 
Olympics  program  at  West 
Roxbury  High  School,  paint¬ 
ing  the  interior  of  the 
Pine  Street  Inn,  conduct¬ 
ing  a  Human  Needs  Assess¬ 
ment  Survey  to  the  Woburn 
Hispanic  population,  re¬ 
storing  several  play¬ 
grounds  in  the  Boston 
area,  and  assisting  with 
construction  at  the  Family 
House,  a  homeless  shelter, 
in  Roxbury. 

There  were  many  pro¬ 
jects  attempted  by  City 
Year  this  summer  and  a 
great  amount  of  satis¬ 
faction  was  felt  by  all  of 
us  upon  our  completion. 
We  saw  that  we  could  ac¬ 
tually  bring  about  change  - 

positive  change.  Our 
projects  were  done  with 
great  energy  and  pride. 
The  corps  had  a  special 
spirit  because  it  was  will¬ 
ing  to  work  very  hard  for 
little  money. 

Many  days  I  came  home 
tired,  but  I  enjoyed  the 
work  and  the  people  I  met: 
I  would  do  it  again. 


by  Vincent  Lau 

It  was  July  10,  1988. 
The  sun  was  beating 
against  my  bare  neck  and  I 
had  my  luggage  on  the 
dusty  floor.  Around  me 
stood  similar  characters, 
each  unfamiliar  with  the 
gothic  buildings  and  the 
mysterious  entryways.  Lit¬ 
tle  did  we  know  that  soon 
this  would  quickly  melt 
away  and  a  week  of  inform¬ 
ative  sessions  would  un¬ 
fold.  This  was  the  start 
of  the  1988  MITE  (Minority 
Introduction  to  Engineer¬ 
ing)  program  at  Cornell 
University. 

This  MITE  program  was  a 
week  long  program  from 
July  10  -  July  17  with  an 
ultimate  goal  of  exposing 
students  to  the  various 
fields  of  engineering. 
The  exposure  included  lec¬ 
tures  from  the  different 
professors',  visits  to  the 
laboratories,  and  also  in¬ 
formative,  but  casual,  con¬ 
versations  with  present  un¬ 
dergraduate  and  graduate 
students.  The  nine  fields 
covered  spanned  over  such 
renown  fields  as  Elec¬ 
trical  Engineering  and  Com¬ 
puter  Science  to  more  re¬ 
cently  developed  fields 
such  as  Operations  Re¬ 
search  and  Industrial  Engi¬ 
neering  and  Agricultural 
Engineering.  Besides  a 
view  of  the  curriculum, 
students  were  also  given 
the  chance  to  find  out 
other  aspects  of  the  engi¬ 
neering  department:  co-op 


programs,  computer  facil¬ 
ities,  study  groups,  and 
tutors. 

In  addition  to  an  expo¬ 
sure  to  engineering,  the 
MITE  program  also  aimed  to 
familiarize  students  with 
college  life  and  with  the 
college  admissions  pro¬ 
cess.  In  the  sense  of  in¬ 
formation  gathering,  stu¬ 
dents  were  givent  the 
opportunity  to  open  forum 
discussions  with  Cornell 
admission  officers  and 
with  present  Cornell  under¬ 
graduates.  The  forums 
provided  students  with 
information  that  could  not 
be  gained  from  any  college 
handbooks.  Personal  ex¬ 
periences  and  tips  were 
shared.  College  life  was 
exposed,  besides  through 
the  forums,  through  the 
living  experience  at  Cor¬ 
nell.  With  a  total  number 
of  participants  of  fifty- 
eight  and  a  geographical 
representation  of  the  - 
states  along  the  the  upper 
east  coast,  the  student 
body  was  quite  diverse. 
Each  student  shared  a  room 
with  either  one  of  two 
other  students.  Although 
there  were  house  rules  and 
restrictions,  the  students 
were  given  a  lot  of  free¬ 
dom  which  allowed  for  the 
active  social  life  of  the 
students.  Activities  such 
as  lip  sync  contests  and 
nightly  video  movies  were 
also  scheduled.  One  could 
say  that  the  day  was  for 
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by  Clement  Wu 

Who  would  be  so  crazy 
as  to  go  to  school  during 
the  summer?  Who  would  e- 
ven  think  about  taking 
classes  six  days  a  week, 
and  on  Saturdays;  and  ac¬ 
tually  think?  That  sounds 
ridiculous  and  ludicrous 
and  almost  outrageous! 

However,  1  did  it;  I'll 
tell  you  why. 

The  HASP  (Massachusetts 
Advanced  Studies  Program) 
classes  were  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  Latin  School 


ones.  Most  classes  con¬ 
sisted  of  under  twenty 
students.  Classes,  how¬ 
ever,  were  long  -  two  to 
three  hours  long  for  a  con¬ 
centration  course,  or  two 
hours  for  a  writing 
course.  Although  many  pros¬ 
pective  juniors  reading 
this  may  be  turned  off  by 
the  length  of  the  classes, 
let  me  point  out  the 
important  aspects  behind 
long  classes.  One.  much, 
much  more  material  can  be 
covered  in  one  day;  two. 


these  classes  are  similar 
to  college  classes,  which 
are  also  an  hour  to  two 
hours  long.  Teachers  are 
humane;  they  allow  breaks, 
and  students  may  have  a 
Pepsi  on  hand  as  they  take 
notes  in  class.  Also,  stu¬ 
dents  and  teachers  are 
much  closer  here,  due  to 
the  small  size  of  the 
classes.  Thus,  teachers 
can  more  easily  deal  with 
a  student's  weakness  and 
offer  help. 

It  is  also  noteworthy 


to  mention  that  MASP  oper¬ 
ates  on  a  pass/fail  or 
honors  system.  Teachers 
do  not  grade  students. 
This  method  works  well  at 
a  summer  program  such  as 
MASP  because  it  takes  the 
pressure  of  grades  off  of 
student's  minds;  now  they 
can  devote  their  brain 
power  to  pure  learning. 

Classes  end  at  12:30, 
thus  leaving  plenty  of 
time  for  other  activ¬ 
ities.  Remember:  students 
eat  and  sleep  here,  too. 
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by  Leila  Graham-Willis 

Believe  it  or  not,  a 
certain  Boston  Latin  stu¬ 
dent  has  voluntarily  gone 
to  classes  this  summer. 
Along  with  two  hundred 
other  students,  this  stu¬ 
dent  attended  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Advanced  Stud¬ 
ies  Program,  otherwise 
known  as  HASP,  at  Milton 
Academy  this  summer. 

Every  student  at  the 
program  was  required  to 
take  a  concentration 
course  and  a  writing 
course.  The  concentration 
courses  offered  included 
sciences:  biology,  organic 
chemistry  and  astronomy; 
math;  philosophy;  com¬ 
puters;  and  drama.  Journal¬ 
ism,  poetry,  and  fictional 
writing  were  some  of  the 
writing  courses  available. 
Classes  were  held  Mondays 
through  Saturdays,  start¬ 
ing  at  8  a.m.  and  ending 
at  12:30  p.m. 

On  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays,  there  was 
free  time  until  dinner.  On 
Tuesdays  and  Thursdays, 
all  students  participated 
in  an  athletic  or  musical 
activity.  Soccer,  tennis, 
basketball,  chorus,  and  or¬ 
chestra  were  some  of  the 
options  available.  College 
representatives  came  to 
visit  the  program  on  Mon¬ 
days,  Wednesdays,  and  Fri¬ 
days.  At  least  fifty  col¬ 
leges  sent  recruiters  to 


P 


meet  with  HASP  students. 

This  summer  was  not  all 
work;  in  addition  to  the 
sports  and  music  ac¬ 
tivities,  there  were  four 
student-run  dances  and  a 
talent  show.  On  Sundays 
there  were  trips  to  places 
such  as  the  Ramses  ex¬ 
hibit  at  the  Museum  of 
Science,  Walden  Pond,  and 
the  Quincy  quarry. 

This  summer  HASP 
students  endured  incred¬ 
ible  weather.  During  the 
first  two  weeks,  the  tem¬ 
perature  was  well  into  the 
90' s  everyday  and  there 
was  no  air  conditioning 
anywhere.  The  students 
lived  in  front  of  their 
fans.  On  the  third  week, 
there  were  great  down¬ 
pours  and  everything  was 
flooded . 

At  the  program's  three- 
week  midpoint,  all  the  stu¬ 
dents  went  home  for  a  long 
weekend.  It  was  hard  to 
believe,  but  the  students 
were  eager  to  return . 
There  was  nothing  to  do  at 
home  and  no  dormmates  with 
whom  to  talk. 

Small  classes,  round 
table  discussions,  access 
to  interns  who  in  some 
cases  were  former  MASP 
students,  dorm  living,  and 
dances  all  made  MASP  1988 
an  unforgettable  exper¬ 
ience  for  this  Boston 
Latin  School. 


by  Vincent  Lau 

Being  only  in  its 
second  year  of  running, 
the  SCIENS  program,  which 
is  aimed  at  minorities, 
consists  of  three  parts. 
The  first  part  is  a  two 
week  summer  program  with 
the  aim  of  immersing  stu¬ 
dents  in  a  “living 
laboratory,"  the  second 
part  allows  a  few  students 
from  the  first  phase  to 
work  one  on  one  with  a 
professor;  the  third  phase 
is  for  Middlebury  freshmen 
who  have  completed  phases 
I  and  II  of  SCIENS.  Each 
of  these  phases  are  in  the 
summer.  Thus,  to  go 
through  the  entire  SCIENS 
program  would  take  three 
summers.  Participants  are 
given  this  option,  but  are 
not  obligated  to  attend 
the  entire  three  phases. 
This  summer,  from  August  7 
August  19,  I  attended 
phase  I  of  the  SCIENS 
program  and,  believe  me, 
it  was  really  worth  the 
while. 

The  program  was  a 
"living  laboratory."  All 
of  the  eighteen  partic¬ 
ipants,  from  states  such 
as  Texas,  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Virginia,  and 
Pennsylvania,  were  housed 
in  a  research  station, 
which  was  no  larger  than  a 
single  family  home,  in 
Brandon,  Vermont,  a  small 
town  twenty  miles  away 
from  the  Middlebury  Col¬ 
lege  Campus.  Under  the  su¬ 
pervision  of  several 


science  professors,  who 
took  different  Bhifts  dur¬ 
ing  the  two  weeks'  dur¬ 
ation  of  the  program,  the 
eighteen  students  partic¬ 
ipated  in  exercises  and 
lectures  of  the  different 
sciences.  An  observation 
trip  to  High  Pond,  the 
nearby  research  spot,  and 
a  population  study  of 
Japanese  beetles  were  two 
of  the  exercises  for  bio¬ 
logy,  in  addition  to  a 
slide  show  on  polar  bears 
given  by  Professor  Sallie 
Sheldon,  an  active  scien¬ 
tist  in  this  field  who 
goes  up  to  the  Arctic  to 
study  polar  bears.  Stu¬ 
dents  also  had  the  chance 
to  handle  fossils,  to  mix 
chemicals  in  order  to  form 
chemiluminiscent  solutions 
which  gave  off  light,  to 
make  nylon  strings  from 
scratch,  and  to  separate 
artificial  colors  in  soft 
drinks  in  the  science  labs 
on  the  Middlebury  campus. 
One  of  the  highlights  that 
the  students  enjoyed  was 
the  use  of  HyperCards  and 
Macintosh  computers  to 
create  their  very  own 
SCIENS  computer  yearbook. 
In  addition,  one  of  the 
exercises  for  physics  was 
the  making  of  a  super¬ 
conductor.  Students  were 
given  a  basic  formula 
which  they  could  alter  to 
create  a  superconductor: 
this  they  put  together 
step  by  step.  Afterwards, 
the  superconductor  was 

SCIENS  continued  on  page  8 


o  faoaiiam. 


Many  students  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  sun  and  the 
beautiful,  vast  lawn  for 
frisbee  and  volleyball, 
while  others  make  use  of 
the  tennis  courts.  Music¬ 
ians  have  the  opportunity 
to  sing  in  the  dorms  or 
bring  an  electric  guitar 
for  the  jazz  band. 

There  were  many 
presentations  at  MASP  this 
summer  -  a  series  of 
documentaries  about  nu¬ 
clear  weapons,  the  body 
image  in  advertising,  mov¬ 


ies  including  "Doctor 
Zhivago"  and  "Robocop,"  a 
presentation  by  Dartmouth 
College  graduates  educa¬ 
ting  the  students  about 
AIDS,  a  talent  show,  as 
well  as  numerous  other 
events.  As  for  the  night 
life,  there  were  dances  on 
most  Saturday  nights. 

Perhaps  the  best  part 
of  MASP  is  meeting  peo¬ 
ple.  Similar  to  attending 
college,  it  is  a  great  way 
of  meeting  people  with 
diverse  backgrounds.  As 


the  catalogue  predicted,  I 
found  more  close  friends 
than  I  thought  I  would. 
Friends  are  always  acces¬ 
sible  -  upstairs,  down¬ 
stairs,  or  across  the 
hall.  Talking  to  a  friend 
is  a  terrific  way  to  get 
out  of  the  "dumps"  when 
one  is  fed  up  with  home¬ 
work. 

Let  me  conclude  that 
MASP  is  not  only  a  “summer 
school"  program  to  learn 
things,  but  also  is  an 
excellent  taste  of  college 


life:  as  for  many,  this 
may  be  the  first  time  away 
from  home  for  an  extended 
period  of  time.  Although 
MASP  does  not  depict  every 
facet  of  college  life,  it 
offers  students  an  idea  of 
what  dorm  life  is  like:  no 
parents  to  tell  you  what 
to  do  or  when  to  do  it, 
nor  how  to  do  it.  MASP 
also  teaches  respon¬ 
sibility,  self-discipline, 
and  cooperation. 
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and  on  the  other  end,  you 
had  20*  that  would  most 
likely  drop  out.  Because 
of  the  different  levels, 
you  basically  had  about 
three  classes  in  one. 
It's  very  difficult.  It 
took  some  time  to  get  use 
to  it.  It  was  totally  dif¬ 
ferent  from  teaching  at 
Latin  School . 

Ms.  Brindle,  who  was 
here  last  year,  was  thor¬ 
oughly  pleased  with  her 
year  and  she  had  a  good 
teaching  experience.  I 
found  mine,  although  a 
good  teaching  experience, 
hard . 

Argo:  Did  you  do  any 

travelling? 

Mr.  Roche:  Yes,  we 

teachers  did  travel. 
School  holidays  are  dif¬ 
ferent  over  there,  but  we 
were  fortunate  to  travel 
on  all  the  holidays  to  dif¬ 
ferent  countries.  We 

weren't  too  far  away. 
It's  only  two  hours  to 
Italy  instead  of  seven, 
and  only  four  hours  to  E- 
gypt  instead  of  twelve. 
It's  one  of  the  op¬ 
portunities  that  teachers 
and  students  have  who  go 
on  exchange  programs 
everything  is  so  close, 
relatively  close. 

The  school  holidays  are 
different.  There's  a  week 
off  in  October,  over  two 
weeks  for  Christmas,  and 
there's  a  week  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  the  same  week  as 
the  one  here.  There  are 
almost  three  weeks  in 

Easter  and  another  week  in 
May,  but  school  does  not 
let  out  until  July  22. 
School  starts  basically 

the  same  time  there  as  it 
does  here. 

The  school  days  are 

different,  too.  Students 

don't  have  to  be  at  school 

until  9:00.  Teachers  have 
to  be  there  ten  minutes 
earlier.  There  is  a 
fifteen  minute  break  every 

morning  for  tea,  "tea 
break."  All  students  and 
teachers  stop  classes,  and 
everybody  gets  a  break. 

Teachers  go  to  staff 

rooms,  and  students  go  out¬ 
side.  There  is  an  hour 
and  a  quarter  for  lunch, 
instead  of  twenty  min¬ 
utes.  It  gives  the 

teachers  a  time  to  relax, 
and  the  students  can  go 
home  if  they  want  to. 

Argo:  Was  your  school  an 
open  campus? 

Mr. Roche:  No,  it  was  not 
an  open  campus  school. 
The  students  can  only 

leave  during  lunch  and 

after  school.  The  school 

day  ends  at  3:30.  Its  a 
longer  day,  but  it's  an 
easier  day,  because  it  is 
more  civilized. 

Argo:  What  do  you  mean  by 
”  more  civilized?" 


Mr.  Roche.:  The  program 
here  is  very  uncivilized. 
Twenty  minutes  to  eat, 
four  minutes  between  class¬ 
es,  and  the  times  that 
classes  start  are  dif¬ 
ferent  minutes  after  the 
hour. 

Most  of  the  classes 
which  I  taught  started  on 
the  hour  or  on  the  quarter 
hour  or  on  the  half  hour. 
It  was  very  easy  to 
remember  when  the  classes 
were.  The  idea  of  having 
an  hour  and  a  quarter  for 
lunch  was  very  relaxing. 

Argo:  Were  the  facilities 
better  including  the  lunch 
rooms? 

Mr.  Roche:  Well,  the 
lunchrooms  are  smaller 
because  most  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  go  home  for  lunch 
because  it's  a  local 
school .  The  students  who 
live  too  far  away  stay  in 
the  cafetaria.  They  were 
appalled  when  I  told  them 
that  we  had  to  feed  2,400 
kids  in  an  hour,  in  three 
settings  of  800  people. 
They  thought  it  was 
absolutely  savage! 

Argo:  Do  they  have  to  do 
any  summer  reading  as  we 
do  at  Boston  Latin? 

Mr.  Roche:  Only  at  the 
Sixth  Form  do  they  have  to 
prepare  and  study  certain 
texts,  whether  a  Shake¬ 
spearean  play,  a  novel,  or 
modern  plays.  In  fact  they 
have  homework  between  the 
end  of  July  and  Sep¬ 
tember.  I  gave  some 
homework  to  a  group  who 
were  coming  back.  They 
have  homework  during  the 
summer  but  only  at  the 
Sixth  Form  level. 

Argo:  Did  they  have 
homework  during  the 
regular  classes? 

Mr.  Roche:  Yes,  they  did. 
Whether  they  did  it  or  not 
is  debatable.  They  have 
to  be  motivated. 

Argo:  Is  the  reading 
curriculum  here  the  same 
as  it  is  in  England? 

Mr.  Roche:  I  taught  some 
of  the  same  things  as  I 
teach  here.  I  taught 
MACBETH,  DEATH  OF  A 
SALESMAN,  and  collections 
of  short  stories  and  po¬ 
etry.  The  students  write 
compositions  just  as  we  do 
here.  Basically,  it  was 
the  same. 

Argo:  Were  there  any 
cultural  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  English  and  the 
Americans? 

Mr.  Roche:  That's  one  of 
the  differences.  The  pace 
of  life  was  much  slower. 
I  find  ,  particularly  in 
this  school,  that  things 
are  rushed  from  the  time 
you  get  here  to  the  time 
you  leave.  I  think  that 
Americans  rush  around 


faster  than  need  be,  and 
certainly  rush  faster  than 
the  English  do.  Their 
pace  of  life  is  smoother 
and  healthier. 

The  food  is  the  same, 
the  music  is  the  same,  and 
we  see  the  same  television 
programs.  The  Americans 
give  them  a  lot  of  their 
T.V.  programs,  and  vice 
versa.  The  movies  are  the 
same,  the  theater  is  the 
same,  the  clothing  is  the 
same,  except  that  students 
in  my  school  have  to  wear 
uniforms  up  to  the  Fifth 
Form.  All  the  girls  have 
to  wear  dark  navy  blue 
skirts  and  white  blouses. 
They  can't  wear  earrings 
at  all,  with  the  exception 
of  studded  earrings.  Be- 
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tested  to  see  if  it'd 

work;  only  one  of  the  four 
student  superconductors 
worked.  Areas  of  biology, 
chemistry,  computer 

science,  and  physics  were 
covered  through  these 
exercises . 

Besides  the  learning 
experience,  as  is  with  all 
boarding  programs,  there 
was  a  living  experience 
too.  The  eighteen  members 
were  divided  into  four 

working  groups.  Each  group 
did  a  task  a  day 
preparing  breakfast,  pack¬ 
ing  lunch,  cooking  dinner, 
or  cleaning  the  living 
quarters  -  based  on 
rotating  schedules.  The 
tasks  were  not  the  most 
pleasant  aspects  of  the 
program,  but  with  the  co¬ 
operation  of  one's  team¬ 
mates,  the  tasks  were 

quickly  completed.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  work,  there 
was  also  a  bonding  be¬ 
tween  the  particpants. 
After  being  together  in 

one  house  and  seeing  each 
other  for  almost  eighteen 
hours  a  day,  the  students 
really  got  to  know  each 
other.  By  the  end  of  the 
program,  they  became  very 
close. 

The  planners  of  the 
program  were  very  thought¬ 
ful  in  their  process,  for 


MITE  from  page  6 

academics  and  the  night 
was  for  socializing. 

For  those  who  may  be 
concerned  about  the  tui¬ 
tion,  here's  a  word  of 
advice.  Don't  worry.  The 
entire  program  is  paid  in 
full  for  room  and  board  by 
sponsors.  The  student 
need  only  pay  for  the  cost 
of  getting  to  Cornell  Uni¬ 
versity  which  is  in 
Ithaca,  New  York. 

As  an  alumnus  of  the 
Cornell  MITE  program,  I 
would  highly  recommend 
this  program  to  any  one 
interested  in  engineering 
and  to  anyone  interested 
in  finding  out  about 


sides  that,  no  jewelry  is 
allowed.  The  boys  have  to 
wear  blue,  dark  grey,  or 
black  trousers.  They  also 
have  to  wear  ties,  striped 
red  and  white  ties,  with  a 
white  shirt.  They  can 
wear  sneakers,  which  they 
call  trainers.  Outside  of 
school ,  teenagers  dress  as 
they  do  here. 

Argo:  Would  you  reccommend 
this  exchange  program  to 
other  teachers? 

Mr.  Roche:  Yes,  definlte- 
ly! 

The  ARGO  would  like  to 
thank  Mr.  Roche  for  his  in¬ 
terview  and  for  sharing 
his  British  experience 
with  us. 


not  only  did  they  plan  for 
academic  learning,  but 
they  also  realized  that 
the  participants  were  rest¬ 
less  teenagers.  Being 
stranded  in  the  middle  of 
fields  and  fields  of  cow 
pastures  would  not  have 
been  so  pleasant  if  it 
weren't  for  the  scheduled 
activities.  Group  games 
were  planned  for  several 
nights;  one  called  "Mur¬ 
der"  was  welcomed  with 
open  arms,  for  students 
begged  to  play  it  on 
subsequent  nights.  The  pro¬ 
grammers  also  planned  a 
hiking  trip  up  Mount 
Abraham  (4006  feet  in 
elevation)  and  a  three 
hours  drive  to  Frankonia 
Falls  in  New  Hampshire, 
where  students  enjoyed  the 
pleasure  of  going  down  a 
natural  waterslide.  Also, 
for  those  "mad"  shoppers, 
time  was  allowed  for  shop¬ 
ping  in  the  local  shops. 
To  cap  it  all  of,  the 
students  were  required  to 
put  on  a  student  show. 
This  was  reluctantly  re¬ 
ceived,  but  joyously  exe¬ 
cuted. 

The  SCIENS  I  program  is 
an  all  expense  paid  pro¬ 
gram  which  lasts  for  two 
weeks.  For  1989,  it  is 
open  to  sophomores  and  a 
stipend  of  $300.00  is 
offered. 


Cornell  University.  The 
exposure  of  the  different 
fields  of  engineering 
would  help  one  in  making 
important  career  decisions 
or  at  least  help  spark  an 
interest  in  a  more 
definite  direction.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  travelling  on 
campus  from  class  to 
class,  building  to  build¬ 
ing,  quad  to  quad,  and 
cafetaria  to  cafetaria 
indeed  does  help  an  in¬ 
terested  student  get  to 
know  the  campus.  One 
sentence  sums  it  all,  "Cor¬ 
nell  MITE  is  an  experience 
for  the  learning  and  for 
the  living." 
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S-U-C-C-E-S-S  that's 
the  way  we  apell  aucceaa! 
Our  cheerleaders  are  cer¬ 
tainly  going  to  be  suc¬ 
cessful  this  year  as  they 
have  been  working  hard  to 
make  improvements  and  de¬ 


safety.  Cheering  can  be 


very  dangerous  if  not  done 
properly.  The  ladies  are 
very  careful  that  a  coach 
is  present  before  they 
practice  any  mounting,  and 
have  as  a  result  avoided 
any  serious  injuries.  The 
sqad  also  has  to  spend  a 
great  deal  of  time  working 
on  appearance,  involvement 
with  the  crowd,  organ¬ 
izing,  practicing,  and 
planning . 

Thanks  to  Ms. 
Middleton,  cheerleading  is 
now  considered  a  varsity 
sport  by  the  N.I.A.A. 
(Massachusetts  Interscho- 
lastic  Athletic  Associ¬ 
ation),  it  is  no  longer 
just  an  activity.  The 
fact  that  they  are  now  a 
sport  enables  the  cheer¬ 
leaders  to  have  their  own 
fundraisers,  purchase 
their  own  uniforms,  and 
give  out  awards  at  ban¬ 
quets.  It  also  means  that 
the  girls  have  to  give 
just  as  much  time  and  hard 
work  to  practicing  as  any 
other  sport.  And  of 
course  they  must  keep 
their  grades  above  a  C* 
average.  But  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  being  a  varsity 
sport  instills  a  sense  of 
pride  and  spirit. 

Our  squad  has  a 
wonderful  sense  of  spir¬ 


it 
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Fuofhnll  llriofs 


Hingham  Holds  Pack  Back 
September  17  at  Daly  Field 


The  Wolfpack  was  forced 
to  accept  a  14-14  tie  with 
Hingham  when  Senior  Quar¬ 
terback  Mike  Peters'  "Hail 
Mary"  pass  was  picked  off 
with  fifty-nine  seconds 
remaining  in  the  4th  quar¬ 
ter. 

After  scoring  first  on 
a  three  yard  touchdown  run 
by  Halfback  Desmond  Lov¬ 
ell,  Latin  fell  behind  14- 
8  when  Hingham  scored  a 
pair  of  touchdowns  in  the 
second  period.  The  Wolf¬ 
pack  erupted  on  their 
first  possession  of  the 
second  half,  when  Peters 
lofted  a  12  yard  touchdown 
pass  to  Senior  Halfback 
Ike  Ogbuike,  who  was  wide 
open  in  the  end  zone.  Lat¬ 
in  failed  to  make  the  two 
point  conversion  and  en¬ 
tered  the  4th  quarter  tied 
with  the  visitors  at  two 
touchdowns  a  piece. 

Hingham  threatened  to 
regain  the  lead  when  they 
began  to  drive  into  Latin 
territory  with  under  four 
minutes  to  go  in  the  game, 
but  were  halted  when  Sheku 
Alieu,  #34,  snagged  a  key 
interception  with  one 
minute  and  fifty  seconds 
left  to  play. 

The  Wolf pack's  defense 


played  an  effective  game, 
allowing  only  the  two 
quick  scores  in  the  second 
quarter,  but  shutting  down 
Hingham's  offense  for  the 
remainder  of  the  game.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Latin 
offense  seemed  slightly 
out  of  sync  in  their  first 
game  of  the  season.  De¬ 
spite  mounting  impressive 
scoring  drives  to  open  the 
first  and  third  periods, 
the  hone  team  appeared  to 
be  unused  to  running  plays 
from  the  "Wishbone,"  a 
primarily  run-oriented  for¬ 
mation.  Once  Coach  Cos¬ 
tello  grows  accustomed  to 
the  new  offense,  the  BLS 
team  has  the  talent  and 
ability  to  be  "The  Team" 
in  the  Dual-County  League. 

September  22:  Latin  for¬ 
feited  the  tie  with  Hing¬ 
ham  after  an  ineligible 
player  was  discovered  on 
the  team. 


Latin  Buries  Bedford 
September  25  at  Daly  Field 

Tight  defense  and  a 
late  score  gave  the  Wolf- 
pack  (1-1)  their  first  vic¬ 
tory  of  the  year,  against 
the  Bedford  Buccaneers  (0- 
2).  The  game's  first  half 


was  dominated  by  defense: 
neither  team  was  able  to 
sustain  a  serious  drive. 

In  the  third  quarter, 
Bedford  drove  into  Latin 
territory  and  kicked  a 
field  goal,  which  appeared 
to  be  well  off-target. 
With  the  score  3-0  in  the 
fourth  quarter,  the  Wolf- 
pack  began  to  march  down 
the  field,  with  senior 
halfback  Lewis  McKoy  lead¬ 
ing  the  charge.  Latin 
capped  the  drive  on  a  two 
yard  touchdown  run  by 
McKoy,  number  23.  Now, 
Latin  had  a  6-3  lead  over 
the  visitors. 

Latin  added  two  points 
later  in  the  fourth  quar¬ 
ter  when  Matt  Small  sacked 
the  Bedford  quarterback  in 
his  own  end  zone  for  a 
safety.  The  Wolf pack  de¬ 
fense  kept  the  Buccaneers 
scoreless  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  game,  and  Latin 
held  on  for  an  8-3  vic¬ 
tory. 

Latin's  defense  was  ex¬ 
cellent  in  the  season's 
second  contest,  holding 
Bedford's  scoring  to  a 
questionable  field  goal. 
On  the  other  aide  of  the 
ball,  the  Wolfpack  offense 
seemed  sluggish  and  ten¬ 
tative.  The  team  suffered 
a  major  setback  when  the 
starting  quarterback  M.P. 
was  injured  in  the  fourth 


by  Laura  Cooley 

it.  It  holds  them  to¬ 
gether  as  a  unit  and  gives 
them  a  good  feeling  about 
themselves.  They've  come 
up  with  a  great  idea  for 
sharing  their  energy. 
It's  called  "Spirit 
Pals."  Through  "Spirit 
Pals"  the  ladies  give 
gifts  every  week  to  foot¬ 
ball  players  anonymously, 
consisting  of  fruit, 
candy,  cards,  juice,  etc. 
It  brings  the  cheerleaders 
and  the  football  team 
closer  together,  and  shows 
true  friendship.  During 
half-time  when  cheer¬ 
leading  squads  from  both 
teams  battle,  our  ladies 
always  make  it  a  point  to 
give  the  other  sqad  a 
little  gift.  This  usually 
comes  as  a  pleasant  shock 
to  the  other  squad,  as 
they  expect  their  com¬ 
ponents  to  be  hostile  and 
competitive.  The  little 
gifts  make  a  big  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  hostile 
feelings  behind  the 
competition . 

Because  of  all  these 
changes  and  improvements, 
we  should  all  be  very 
proud  of  our  cheerleaders, 
and  look  forward  to  a  new 
and  exciting  upcoming 
year . 


by  Ian  Stern 


quarter.  Sophomore  Bren¬ 
dan  Dever  will  be  starting 
in  his  place,  a  situation 
that  could  put  great  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  offensive 
unit. 

Wayland  Whips  Wolfpack 
September  30,  at  Wayland 

The  Wayland  Warriors 
crushed  the  Wolfpack  (1-2) 
13-0  in  Latin's  first  road 
game  of  the  '88  season. 
Wayland  scored  at  7:05  of 
the  first  quarter  on  a 
touchdown  run,  but  missed 
the  extra  point  attempt. 
The  Warriors  scored  again 
with  2:07  left  in  the 
first  half,  and  kicked  the 
point  after  to  account  for 
scoring  in  the  game. 

While  Latin  was 
unable  to  mount  this  sig¬ 
nificant  scoring  threat, 
Wayland  pounded  their  run¬ 
ning  backs  through  the 
Pack  defense.  Several  Lat¬ 
in  drives  were  cut  short 
by  interceptions;  Wayland 
picked  off  5  passes  in  the 
game.  One  bright  spot  in 
the  Wolfpack 's  performance 
was  the  running  of  Sheku 
Alieu,  who  rushed  for  many 
yards.  If  Latin  hopes  to 
have  a  successful  remain¬ 
der  of  the  season,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  the  of¬ 
fense  to  establish  a  more 
effective  pass  game. 
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by  Ann  Ambiel 

This  sensational  tour, 
developed  by  EF  in  con¬ 
junction  with  inter¬ 
national  experts,  gave  11 
Boston  Latin  School  stu¬ 
dents  the  chance  to 
explore  some  of  the  fab¬ 
ulous  sights  of  Australia. 

When  at  last  the  day 
arrived  for  their  adven¬ 
ture  to  begin,  the  elevn 
BLS  students  were  joined 
by  3  other  students  from 
North  Quincy  High  School. 
Dr.  White,  the  head  of  the 
English  Department  here  at 
BLS,  and  a  friend  and  fel¬ 
low  teacher  from  North 
Quincy  High  were  the 
chaperones  of  the  group. 
About  thirty -two  hours  of 
flying  time  lay  ahead  of 
them, and,  as  anyone  who 
has  ever  taken  a  trip 
through  EF  would  know, 
many  hours  of  layover  time 
awaited  them  also. 

Upon  arriving  in  Los 
Angles,  the  Boston  group 
met  the  rest  of  their  EF 
group  with  whom  they  would 
be  travelling  in  Aus¬ 
tralia.  There  were  2 
people  from  North 
Carolina,  and  14  students 
and  chaperones  from  Wis¬ 
consin.  Then,  of  course, 
there  was  more  flying 
time. 

They  finally  arrived  in 
Cairns,  which  is  located 
up  north  on  the  eastern 
shore  of  Australia.  As 
they  staggered  out  of  the 
airplane,  they  were 
greeted  by  their  EF  tour 
guide  and  their  coach 
driver.  The  first  thing 
they  heard  as  they  boarded 
their  coach  was  a  hearty, 
"G'day  mates!"  Yes,  they 
actually  do  say  that 
there. 

The  tour  guide,  Steve, 
and  the  coach  driver, 
Dave,  would  be  with  the 
group  during  their  seven¬ 
teen  day  trip.  In  taking 
a  "tour-group  trip",  there 
are  certain  risks  in¬ 
volved.  A  tour  guide  and 
the  driver  can  "make  or 
break"  a  trip.  This  group 
was  incredibly  fortunate 
as  that  both  the  tour 
guide  and  the  driver  were 
outstanding,  going  above 
and  beyond  their  call  of 
duty . 


First,  on  the  agenda  was 
a  quick  tour  of  Cairns. 
Cairns  is  a  tropical  and 
historical  Australian  har¬ 
bor  city.  Many  of  the  ol¬ 
der  houses  are  built  on 
stilts.  Cairns  has  become 
known  as  “the  black  marlin 
capital  of  the  world”  be¬ 
cause  of  the  profusion  of 
tourists  who  make  their 
way  to  this  city  in  order 
to  do  battle  with  this 
mighty  fish. 

Next  there  came  a  visit 
to  the  Great  Barrier 
Reef.  A  fast-moving  cata¬ 
maran  took  them  to  the 
coral  atoll.  Green  Island. 

The  coral  itself  is 
magnificent  in  its  shapes, 
sizes,  and  colors,  and  the 
marine  life  which  it 
houses  is  just  as  won- 
derous  and  beautiful. 

Before  leaving  Cairns, 
the  group  took  a  trip  on 
the  Kuranda  railway,  a 
railway  line  which  was 
once  a  vital  link  for  the 
early  Australian  pion¬ 
eers.  While  at  Kuranda, 
the  group  also  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  walk  through 
a  section  of  a  tropical 
rainforest. 

Afterwards,  they  were 
treated  to  an  Aborigine 
performance  put  on  by 
local  Aboriginies.  Al¬ 
though  the  Aboriginies 
are  now  the  minorities  of 
Australia,  much  of  their 
art  and  culture  can  still 
be  seen  in  Australia.  The 
Aboriginie  performance 


gave  new  light  as  to  what 
the  Aborigine  culture 
is.  The  performance  also 
left  the  group  woth  a  good 
impression  of  the 
Aboriginal  influence  on 
certain  aspects  of  modern 
Australian  culture. 

Working  their  way  down 
the  coast,  the  group's 
next  destination  was  Mag¬ 
netic  Island.  Here,  many 
in  the  group  went  horse¬ 
back  riding  in  the  ocean 
while  others  visited  a 
nearby  koala  bear  farm. 
While  on  the  island,  the 
group  had  to  get  around  by 
means  of  mini-mokes.  Mini¬ 
mokes  are  small  jeep-like 
vehicles  which,  like  all 
Australian  vehicles,  are 
driven  on  the  left.  Luck¬ 
ily,  there  were  no 
accidents. 

From  Magnetic  Island, 
the  journey  took  the  Amer¬ 
ican  caravan  to  Towns¬ 
ville,  Australia's  largest 
tropical  city.  Since 
sugar  cane  is  Towns¬ 
ville's  largest  industry, 
many  miles  of  sugar  cane 
surround  the  city. 

From  this  town  the 
group  went  to  the  small 
Whitsunday  100  Islands. 
They  were  surprised  to 
find  that  they  were  to 
ride  on  the  yacht  The 
Southern  Cross,  which 
raced  in  the  1971 
America's  Cup. 

The  southward  journey 
down  the  Bruce  Highway  led 


to  the  city  of  Rock¬ 
hampton,  the  city  lying  on 
the  Tropic  of  Capricorn. 
Here  they  spent  the  night 
in  rooms  above  a  typical 
Aussie  pub. 

The  following  day  began 
with  a  scenic  drive  to 
Fraser  Island,  an  island 
where  the  dingos  and  brum¬ 
bies  run  wild.  For  those 
who  don't  know,  brumbies 
are  wild  horses,  and 
dingos  are  wild  dogs. 
While  on  the  island,  some 
of  the  group  went  up  in  a 
four-seater  airplane  with 
a  pilot  known  as  "Mad 
Harry.”  This  gave  a  sce¬ 
nic  view  of  the  lush 
island . 

After  this,  the  caravan 
moved  onwards  to  Noosa 
Heads.  From  there  they 
went  to  Brisbane,  capital 
of  Queensland  and  home  of 
the  1988  World  Expo.  At 
the  Expo,  there  were 
pavillions  and  showpieces 
from  all  around  the  world. 

After  their  day  at  the 
Expo,  the  group  was  then 
taken  daown  to  Surfers 
Paradise,  the  heart  of  the 
Gold  Coast.  There,  the 
white  sandy  beaches 
stretch  for  miles. 

As  the  tour  continued, 
the  group  crossed  the  bor¬ 
der  from  Queensland  to  New 
South  Wales.  Their  first 
stop  there  was  at  Mt. 
Seaview,  a  quiet  country 
resort. 

Then  came  their  visit 
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by  Kerri  O'Keefe 

If  anyone  had  told  ne 
two  years  ago  that  I  would 
have  the  chance  to  visit 
Europe,  I  would  have 
laughed.  Yet,  this  summer 
I  got  that  chance,  along 
with  nine  other  students 
from  Boston.  This  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  made  possible 
through  the  efforts  of  the 
Boston/Strasbourg  Sister 
City  Association.  I  got  in¬ 
volved  with  the  program 
last  summer  when  I  hosted 
a  French  teenager  from 
Strasbourg.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  positive  and 
beneficial  experiences  I 
have  ever  had.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  hosting  a- 
nother  student  again  last 
April,  and  then  I  knew 
that  I  would  make  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  be  chosen  for  the 
scholarship  program. 

There  were  forty  ap¬ 
plicants  for  the  scholar¬ 
ship.  They  had  to  fill 
out  a  two  page  ap¬ 
plication,  to  write  an  es¬ 
say  telling  why  they  want¬ 
ed  to  go,  and  to  get  two 
recommendations.  All  ap¬ 
plicants  were  also  re¬ 
quired  to  have  three  or 
more  years  of  experience 
with  the  French  lan¬ 
guage. 

When  it  was  all  over, 
twenty  students  were  cho¬ 
sen  as  semi-finalists. 
These  students  had  to  go 
through  a  difficult  inter¬ 
view,  half  in  French  and 
half  in  English.  What 
made  it  especially  hard 


in  Sydney.  While  in 
Sydney,  the  tourists  took 
a  tour  of  Sydney  Harbor, 
the  Taronga  Park  Zoo,  and, 
of  course.  the  Sydney 
Opera  House.  The  Rocks, 
the  place  where  the 
settlers  first  landed,  ia 
now  a  shopping  center  and 
a  popular  tourist  attrac¬ 
tion,  too. 

Their  last  evening  was 
spent  is  an  Aussie  Tavern 
where  Australian  folk  mu¬ 
sic  was  performed.  One  of 
the  highlights  of  the 
performance  was  the 
sheering  of  a  sheep  on 
stage  while  a  popular 
Australian  sheep  herders' 
song  was  played. 

Because  this  tour  was 
carefully  planned.  the 
group  was  able  to  exper¬ 
ience  diversities  of  the 


was  that  the  interview  was 
before  a  panel  of  teach¬ 
ers,  association  members, 
and  several  other  people 
representing  the  Mayor  and 
the  director  of  Foreign 
Languages  in  the  Boston 
Public  Schools.  From 
these  twenty  students,  ten 
were  chosen  to  go  to  Stras¬ 
bourg,  France.  Yvette 
Niles,  Peter  Geurtze,  and 
myself  were  chosen  from 
Latin,  along  with  students 
from  Latin  Academy,  A.  C. 
C.,  Dorchester  High,  and 
Jamaica  Plain  High. 

Before  our  departure, 
we  had  orientation  meeting 
to  prepare  us  for  the 
travel/study  program.  Our 
chaperone  Ms.  Mary  L. 
Burke  of  Latin  Academy  was 
the  director  of  these  meet¬ 
ings.  We  learned  about 
the  French  ways  of  life 
and  mannerisms,  French  his¬ 
tory,  and  the  French  lan¬ 
guage.  We  also  thought 
about  what  we  would  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  required  pro¬ 
ject  upon  our  return  to 
Boston. 


Australia  culture-form  the 
fast-paced  life  in  Sydney 
to  the  more  relaxed  life 
of  a  boater  in  Cairns. 

All  in  all,  the  trip  to 
Australia  was  wonderful. 
As  stated  before,  it  was 
the  people  there  who  made 
it  extra-special:  par¬ 
ticularly  the  tour  guide 
and  coach  driver. 

When  the  time  came  for 
the  group  to  leave,  plans 
of  returning  were  already 
being  made.  As  they  began 
the  long  return  flight 
home,  everyone  reflected 
upon  all  they  had  seen  and 
done.  Australia  ia  truly 
a  land  of  wonder  and  ex¬ 
citement.  filled  with 
beauty . 


My  stay  in  Strasbourg 
was  one  of  the  most  ex¬ 
citing  experiences  in  my 
life.  I  stayed  with  the 
family  of  the  French  teen¬ 
ager  whom  I  had  hosted  the 
previous  summer.  It  was  a 
typical  family  in  Stras¬ 
bourg.  They  lived  in  a 
large  flat,  the  parents 
were  both  physicians,  and 
had  four  sons.  They  were 
very  kind  and  saw  to  it 
that  I  made  it  to  my  morn¬ 
ing  classes  at  the  City 
Hall  and  got  to  the 
afternoon  excursions  with 
the  group.  In  the  evening 
I  was  free  to  see  the 
sights  with  my  new-found 
friends  or  to  spend  an 
evening  at  a  concert  or 
show  with  my  ’“French 
family.” 

I  was  very  fortunate  in 
that  I  got  to  see  many  in¬ 
teresting  attractions.  I 
.visited  the  famous  Cath- 
ederal  de  Notre  Dame, 
built  between  the  eleventh 
and  fourteenth  centuries. 
I  saw  the  Council  of 
Europe,  which  has  been 
headquarters  in  Strasbourg 
since  the  1940's.  It  is 
also  home  to  the  European 
Parliament  which  meets 
there  annually.  My  fa¬ 
vorite  part  of  the  city 
was  called  "Petite  France" 
or  “Little  France."  This 
old  quarter  of  the  city 
was  quaint  and  charming. 


Since  Strasbourg  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Alsaee- 
Lorraine  region  of  France, 
and  is  so  close  to  Ger¬ 
many,  there  is  quite  a  Ger¬ 
man  influence  in  the 
city.  Some  of  the  older 
people  speak  in  a  dialect 
called  Alsation,  which  is 
a  combination  of  French 
and  German.  I  was  also 
fortunate  to  visit  Germany 
and  Switzerland.  I  went 
to  Baden-Baden,  Germany, 
known  for  its  Roman  spas 
and  mineral  pools.  I  also 
visited  Heidelberg,  where 
I  toured  a  famous  csstle 
and  the  oldest  pharmacy 
exibition  in  the  world. 
In  Switzerland  I  went  to 
Grindelwald  in  the  Alps. 

My  experiences  during 
the  three  weeks  have  left 
such  an  impression  on  me 
that  I  hope  to  visit  Stras¬ 
bourg  again  soon,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  work  French  into  my 
profession.  I  hope  that, 
in  two  years  when  the  op¬ 
portunity  arrives  for 
another  group  from  Boston 
to  visit  its  Sister  City, 
more  students  from  BLS 
will  strive  for  success  in 
French  and  receive  the  won¬ 
derful  opportunity  that  I 
had,  to  experience  the 
French  culture  first  hand. 
Bon  Chance! 
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DECEMBER  1988  BOSTON  LATIN  SCHOOL  VOLUME  XVIII  NO.  2 


1988  Graduate  of  the  Year 

Mr.  Contompasis 


LATIN  DOES  IT  AGAIN 


by  Vincent  Lau 

In  1954,  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Association  awarded  its  first  "Man 
of  the  Year"  award  to  John 
Cardinal  Wright  of  the  Class  of 
1927.  Ever  since,  annually 

another  name  of  a  distinguished 
alumnus  has  been  added  onto 
the  list.  Among  these  are  Roy  E. 
Larsen  ’17  and  William  F.  Mor¬ 
rissey  ’15,  both  benefactors  of  the 
school,  Arthur  Fiedler,  and 
Leonard  Berstein  ’35.  This  year 
the  award  goes  to  our  very  own 
headmaster,  Michael  G.  Contompasis 
of  the  Class  of  1957. 

When  this  was  announced,  the 
ARGO  decided  to  look  into  this 
award  and  to  find  out  the 
criteria  for  the  award  and  Mr. 
Contompasis’  reaction  to  his 
receiving  it.  In  an  interview 
with  the  ARGO,  Stephen  Carey 
’67,  the  Executive  Director  of 
the  Boston  Latin  School  Foundation, 
told  the  ARGO  that  this  award 
is  a  "lifetime  achievement"  award. 
It  is  awarded  to  an  alumnus,  or 
alumna,  in  recognition  of  his 
achievements  in  life  that  has 
brought  credit  to  himself,  to 
his  community,  and  to  the  Boston 
Latin  School.  He  also  informed 
us  that  the  title  of  the  award  has 
been  changed  this  year  from 
"Man  of  the  Year"  to  "Graduate 
of  the  Year"  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  Association  trustees  have 
also  taken  note  of  the  remarkable 
achievements  of  the  female 
graduates  of  Boston  Latin  School. 
The  task  of  selecting  the 

recipient  of  the  award  lies  in  the 
hands  of  a  special  committee 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  presently 
Lawrence  DiCara  ’67.  This  year 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  12 


by  Erin  O’Reilly 


quarter  back  Clarzell  Pearl.  The 
extra  point  kick  was  wide  left,  and 
the  score  was  20-13,  in  favor  of 
the  Purple.  With  2:02  left  in  the 
game,  Dever  was  intercepted,  and 
English  regained  possession  at  the 
Latin  thirty-five  yard  line.  Pearl 
managed  to  move  his  team  to  the 
four  yard  line,  where  he  faced  a 
fourth  and  two  with  49  seconds 
remaining.  It  was  a  tense  moment 
for  both  teams,  but  fortunately  for 
the  pack,  seniors  Josh  Wright  and 
Darius  McCroey  sacked  Pearl,  thus 
ending  English’s  drive.  All  that  was 
needed  to  preserve  Latin’s  victory 
was  a  running  play,  and  the  bail 
downed  by  Dever.  Latin  does  it 
again! 


12-7.  From  there  on,  Latin  didn’t 
fall  behind  again.  Mike  Peters  began 
the  Wolf  Pack’s  second  half  drive, 
returning  the  kick-off  to  the  English 
45.  Later,  Kevin  Dyer  had  a  ten 
yard  touchdown  run,  and  this  time 
the  conversion  was  good.  A 
fumble  recovery  by  English  on  the 
one  yard  line  resulted  in  another 
English  score,  with  a  run  by 


Latin  has  kept  the  Thanksgiving 
tradition,  defeating  English  High 
20-  13.  Both  teams  had  an  equal 
opportunity  to  win  this  one, 

however.  Latin  won  the  toss,  but 
elected  to  kick.  On  English’s 
second  possession,  Tim  Lambright 
ran  fifty-seven  yards  for  a  touch¬ 
down.  With  the  extra  point, 
English  was  up  early  7-0.  A 
poor  punt  by  English  and  a  thir¬ 
ty-one  yard  completion  to  Mike 
Peters  set  up  a  three  yard  rim 
by  Sheku  Alieu.  The  two  point 
conversion  failed,  leaving  Latin 

down  by  one  at  the  end  of  the 
first  quarter.  With  4:38  left  in 
the  half,  Tight  End  Matt  Small 

gave  Latin  its  first  lead  of  the 

game  on  a  fifty-seven  yard  pass 
reception  from  quarter  back  Bren¬ 
dan  Dever.  Again  the  conversion 
failed.  At  the  half,  the  score  was 


TWO  MILLION  IN  GIFTS 


LATEST  UPDATE  - 

Mr.  Contompasis  has 
recently  announced  that 
Boston  Latin  School  has 
received  a  substantial  gift 
from  an  alumnus.  This 
beneficiary  of  the  fine 
education  received  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  has 
switched  the  role  this 
time  around.  He  is  the 
benefactor;  Boston 


Latin  School  is  now  the 
beneficiary. 

The  IBM  Corporation, 
on  behalf  of  former  Chief 
Executive  Officer,  T.  Vin¬ 
cent  Learson,  has  donated 
two  million  dollars  to 
provide  four  four-year 
four-  thousand-dollar-per- 
year  scholarships,  which 
are  automatically  renew 


able  for  students  who 
remain  on  the  dean’s  list. 
At  Mr.  Learson’s  request 
three  of  the  scholarships 
are  for  students  who  mil 
be  matriculating  at  Har¬ 
vard.  One  is  for  a  stu¬ 
dent  who  will  be 
matriculating  at  a  com¬ 
parable  institution. 
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ARGO  FORUM 


Racism  at  BI S? 


LEAD  H20  SOLUTION 


A  Commentary 

A  racist  incident  has  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  Latin  School,  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  over  a  decade.  How 
should  we  respond  to  this  problem, 
one  with  which  -  the  ARGO 
hopes  -  present-day  Latin  students 
have  no  experience? 

Students  reacted  in  different 
ways  to  the  Headmaster’s  blistering 
speech  to  the  senior  class.  Some 
were  shocked  that  we  have  not 
left  racism  behind  us;  others  were 
angry  and  upset;  some  were  even 
enraged  that  anyone  would  dare  to 
paint  a  racial  slur  on  a  student’s 
locker;  and  still  others,  per¬ 
haps  a  very  few,  were  frightened, 
either  that  they  would  be  caught 
and  punished,  or  that  they  would 
be  the  next  targets. 

Some  probably  say  that  by 
writing  this  commentary  the  ARGO 
is  over-emphasizing  this  event;  but 
we  believe  it  is  better  to  say  what 
must  be  said  now.  Mr.  Contom- 
pasis  was  right  to  react  swiftly  to 
confront  the  issue,  by  calling  an 
assembly  for  Class  I.  If  he  had 
waited  to  respond,  what  would  he 
do  if  another  student  were  attack¬ 
ed,  verbally  or  physically,  for 
belonging  to  a  specific  racial  or  eth¬ 
nic  background? 

We  students  cannot  afford 
to  ignore  this  incident;  we  must 
respond  to  it  now.  We  cannot 
wait  for  someone  else  to  be  hur 


tin  any  way.  In  the  past,  people 
often  did  not  react  to  separate  and 
individual  acts  of  racism.  Another 
was  always  the  victim  of  racism; 
people  believed  that  nothing  could 
happen  to  them. 

But  at  Latin  School,  we 
pride  ourselves  on  our  diversity: 
we  are  light-skinned,  dark-skinned, 
and  all  shades  in  between;  we 
are  Asian,  Hispanic,  Caucasian, 
Afro-American,  et  al.;  our  parents 
came  from  Italy,  Greece,  Ireland, 
China,  Vietnam,  Haiti,  Puerto  Rico, 
among  others;  and  we  are  Catholics, 
Protestants,  Jews,  Buddhists,  Mos¬ 
lems,  et  cetera.  Because  we  are 
all  minorities,  we  are  all  potential 
victims  of  discrimination.  Dis¬ 
crimination  directed  against  one  stu¬ 
dent,  one  racial  or  ethnic  group, 
is  a  threat  to  all.  We  must  over¬ 
come,  not  someday,  but  now. 

So,  for  those  who  do  think 
that  nothing  can  happen  to  them, 
or  think  that  this  is  an  isolated 
event  of  little  importance,  the 
ARGO  can  only  hope  that  you  are 
right.  It  does  not  matter  whose 
locker  was  trashed;  in  the  words 
of  the  English  poet  John  Donne, 
"Any  man’s  death  diminishes 
me,  because  I  am  involved  in 
mankind;  and  therefore  never  send 
to  know  for  whom  the  bell  tolls;  it 
tolls  for  thee." 


A  Commentary 
by  Hilary  Krieger 

One  problem  with 
an  old  building  is  that 
there’s  sometimes 
too  much  lead  in  the 
water.  Boston  Latin’s 
water  was  tested  and 
an  unsafe  amount  of 
lead  turned  up.  If  too 
much  leaded 

water  is  drunk,  it  can 
lead  to  stomach 
problems  and 

brain  damage.  This 
means  that  the  water 
fountains  are  unusable 


and  unsafe.  To  cure 
this  problem,  ONE 
water  cooler  was  in¬ 
stalled  in  the  main 
hall  for  1200  students 
to  use.  Is  this  solution 
right?  Wrong!  Either 
there  are  cups  and  no 
water,  or  there’s  water 
but  no  cups;  some¬ 
times,  there  are  no 
cups  and  no  water. 
I  checked  the  water 
cooler  in  the  morning 
before  school  started, 


before  fourth  period, 
and  at  the  end  of  the 
day  for  four  days; 
most  of  the  time  there 
was  water,  but  no 
cups.  Solution:  There 
should  be  more  cups. 
There  also  should  be 
a  water  cooler  on 
each  floor  so  that 
people  that  are  on  the 
second  and  third 
floors  can  get  a  drink 
too. 


\OALD~X 


WBLS? 


A  Commentary 
by  Ann  Ambiel 

Imagine  this:  you  come 
home  from  a  tiring  day  at 
school.  You  throw  down 
your  books,  sink  down  into 
a  chair  in  front  of  the 
television,  and  begin  to  flip 
through  the  channels. 
Suddenly  you  hear  a 
familiar  voice.Jt’s  your 
Latin  teacher  going  over 
the  fifth  declension!  After 
a  few  moments,  when 
theinitial  shock  has  worn 


off,  you  check  to  see 
whatchannel  you’re  watch- 
ing.To  your  amazement, 
you  find  that  you’ve  tuned 
into  WBLS,  Boston  Latin 
Schools’  very  own  television 
station.  Do  you  feel  that 
you’re  now  a  character  in 
a  bad  episode  of  ’The 
Twilight  Zone’?  Not  to 
worry,  WBLS  is  nonex¬ 
istent,  to  date.  Although 
WBLS  is  not  a  reality, 
many  high  schools  are  using 
video  as  a  means  of  news 
media.  Many  people  feel 
that  by  using  video 


equipment  and  allowing 
students  to  produce  then- 
own  newscasts,  students 
can  express  themselves 
more  freely  while  taking 
advantage  of  modern  tech¬ 
nology.  One  might  hope 
that  the  school  newscast 
will  not  replace  the  school 
newspaper,  but  rather  work 
with  it.  Many  high 
schools,  in  their  haste  to 
catch  up  with  modern  tech¬ 
nology,  have  left  the 
newspaper  by  the  wayside 
as  they  pursue  their  video 
futures.  A  few  years  ago, 


Boston  Latin  School  did 
have  its’  own  informal  radio 
station,  and  efforts  were 
made  to  set  up  a  studio 
for  video  taping,  but  there 
was  a  lack  of  interest 
from  the  student  body  to 
keep  these  activities  going. 
It  would  require  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  money 
for  a  small  studio  to  be 
established  here.  For  one 
thing,  a  cable  company 
would  have  to  come  and 
"hook  up"  BLS,  which 
would  be  difficult  be- 
causeof  the  size  of  the 


building.  Well,  perhaps  you 
won’t  be  the  Walter 
Cronkite  of  Boston  Latin 
School,  but  one  never 
knows  what  the  future 
may  hold.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  there  are  several 
facilities,  including  the 
Campbell  Resource  Center, 
which  do  offer  some  ser¬ 
vices  for  those  who  are 
truly  interested  in  the  video 
media. 
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You  may  have  noticed  some  changes  in  the  for¬ 
mat  of  this  issue  from  the  previous  issues.  Well, 
your  eyes  are  not  deceiving  you;  the  ARGO  has 
started  to  do  its  layout  on  a  desk  top  publishing 
computer  program  and  the  new  format  that  you  see 
is  the  result.  In  addition  to  this,  the  ARGO  logo 
has  undergone  a  face-lift.  The  ARGO  would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr.  Ordway  for  his 
help  in  the  use  of  the  desk  top  publishing  program 
and  to  thank  senior  Clement  Wu  for  the  logo  face¬ 
lift.  Thank  you  for  helping  the  ARGO  in  its  quest 
to  better  its  service  to  the  Boston  Latin  School  com¬ 
munity.  And  of  course,  the  ARGO  would  like  to 
thank,  without  whom  the  ARGO  would  never  be,  our 
supportive  advisor  Mr.  Flynn  and  our  wonderful 
readers. 
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The  Annex 

Newsletter 

by  Nonny  Inthasomsack  and 
Regina  Lau 

Why  is  an  Annex  Newsletter 
being  formed?  The  Argo  went  to 
interview  Ms.  Ashe,  who  is  in 
charge  cf  the  Newsletter,  to 
find  out  why.  The  school  ad¬ 
ministration  suggested  that  the 
Annex  have  a  newsletter  that  will 
allow  communication  between  the 
students  from  the  Annex  and  the 
main  building.  In  creating  the 
newsletter,  students  type  out  the 
articles  which  are  edited 
by  Ms.  Ashe.  Editors  will  soon  be 
elected  among  the  staff, 
which  consists  mostly  of  Class  V 
and  Class  IV  members,  but 
there  are  also  a  few  sophomores. 
The  newsletter  will  publish 
a  list  of  community  services,  for 
which  students  may  possibly 
receive  college  credits  by  attending. 
The  xeroxed  copies  of  the  newslet¬ 
ter  will  be  handed  out  to 
homerooms  in  both  buildings.  The 
newsletter  consists  of 
advice  columns,  classified  columns, 
and  educational  news 
dealing  with  local  museum  coverage, 
and  music  and  video 
reviews.  Also,  there  are  editorials 
concerning  students’ 

opinions  about  the  school.  The  staff 
of  the  newsletter  will 
try  to  get  an  issue  out  each  month. 
To  answer  the  question 
that  we  set  out  to  find,  the  Annex 
Newsletter  is  a  form  of 
communication  between  the  students 
and  it  allows  the  students 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  matters  con¬ 
cerning  their  school. 


Show  Choir 

by  Vivian  Towe 

On  November  eighteen  and 
nineteen,  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Show  Choir  attended  a  Show  Choir 
Festival  at  Oliver  Ames  High 
School  in  North  Easton.  Three 
hundred  seventy  students  from 
show  choirs  coming  from  such 
places  as  Waltham,  Brockton,  and 
even  West  Virginia  attended  the 
festival  for  two  days  of 
dance  and  voice  training  under  the 
direction  of  choreographer 
Dwight  Jordan  and  music  arranger 
MacHuff.  During  those  two 
days,  the  show  choirs  were  taught 
the  singing  and  dancing 
techniques  of  "Zip-a-dee-doo-dah," 
"Celebrate,"  "Love  in  any 
Language,"  and  "America  Sings," 
which  were  performed  in  a 
show  at  the  end  of  the  second 
day.  Also,  the  Boston  Latin 
School  Show  Choir  was  invited  to 
join  "  America  Sings,"  a 
special  program  in  which  thousands 
of  students  on  April  29, 
1989,  will  congregate  in  Washington 
D.C.  to  perform  "America 
Sings"  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Washington  Monument.  The 
proceeds  of  this  performance  will 
go  to  help  700,000  homeless 
children  in  America. 


Liber  Actorum 

Underway 

by  Leila  Graham-Willis 

Preparations  for  the  1989  senior 
class  yearbook,  the  Liber  Actorum, 
are  well  underway.  The  first 
deposits  have  been  collected  and 
the  senior  pictures  are  being  col¬ 
lected.  The  cost  of  the  yearbook 
this  year  will  be  between  ten  dol¬ 
lars  and  forty  dollars,  depending 
on  the  amount  of  money  raised 
through  fundraising  efforts.  The 
business  staff  has  sold  mini  purple 
and  white  footballs  and  Boston 
Latin  School  booster  stickers  for 
cars.  They  will  also  solicit  funds 
funds  from  parents  and  alumni. 
In  addition,  the  ever  popular  boxer 
shorts  and  Class  of  ’89  sweatshirts 
are  being  considered  for  raising 
money.  You  may  have  noticed 
people  taking  pictures  in  school  and 
at  sports  events.  These  are  the  year¬ 
book  photographers.  If  there  is  an 
event  coming  up,  and  if  you  would 
like  pictures  of  it  in  the  yearbook, 
please  see  Monia  Giuliano  in  room 
102.  Also,  if  you  have  any  sug¬ 
gestions,  please  see  Matt  Klein  in 
118  or  Megan  McCarthy  in  114. 


Project  Spotlight 

Have  you  ever  wondered  what  it 
would  be  like  to  take  a  class  taught 
by  an  actual  college  professor? 
Well,  Suffolk  University  has  opened 
its  doors  to  high  school  students 
through  a  program  called  "Project 
Spotlight."  Project  Spotlight  intro¬ 
duces  students  to  a  variety  of  sub¬ 
jects:  math,  psychology,  history, 
computers,  and  chemistry.  The 
courses  are  taught  by  members  of 
the  Suffolk  University  faculty.  The 
classes  meet  each  Monday  afternoon 
from  3:30  -  5:30  PM.  The  initial 
meeting  is  an  orientation  for  the 
students.  Classes  are  held  for  the 
following  five  weeks.  Upon  com¬ 
pletion,  there  is  an  evaluation  ses¬ 
sion  in  which  students  are  given 


the  opportunity  to  evaluate  the 
program  and  the  courses  that 
they’ve  taken.  There  are  two  ses¬ 
sions  during  the  school  year.  One 
takes  place  in  the  fall,  and  the 
other  in  the  spring.  The  cost  of 
the  courses  is  $20.  The  program 
is  a  fantastic  opportunity  for  one 
to  meet  students  from  other  schools 
and  to  share  thoughts  and  opinions. 
It  provides  a  glimpse  into  the 
plethora  of  study  areas  which  are 
offered  in  college.  It  also  gives 
one  an  idea  of  a  college  classroom 
setting.  Although  the  fall  session 
has  already  ended,  the  spring  ses¬ 
sion  will  begin  in  February.  Look 
to  the  daily  bulletin  for  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  this. 


Reminder 

Due  to  the  construction,  as  of  December  1,  the  main 
building’s  auditorium  will  be  off-limits  to  all  students  and 
activities. 

Please  see  Ms.  Kelley  for  use  of  the  hall  in  the 
Annex. 
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STROKE  OF  SUCCESS 


The  Boston  Latin  Girls’  Swim 
Team  had  a  superb  season  under 
tri-captains  Gretchen  Fox,  Megan 
McCarthy,  and  Katie  Sweeney.  The 
team  finished  3-3  in  Dual-County 
meets  despite  a  serious  handicap. 
Because  the  team’s  home  pool  at 
the  Murphy  School  in  Dorchester 
had  no  diving  board,  Latin  had 
to  forfeit  the  thirteen  diving  points 
at  all  its  home  meets.  These  lost 


points  were  certainly  a  factor  in 
the  otherwise  close  contests  with 
Lincoln-Sudbury  and  Wayland.  The 
team’s  third  league  loss  came 
at  the  hands  of  the  defending  state 
champions,  Acton-Boxboro.  Wins 
against  Gardner,  Milford,  and  New¬ 
ton  South  rounded  out  the  league 
competition.  At  the  Dual-County 
Championship  meet,  the  Latin  team 
finished  a  strong  fourth. 


Their  excellent  performance  was 
led  by  the  medley  relay  team  of 
Suzanne  Mooney,  Alicia  Keenan, 
Megan  McCarthy,  and  Michelle 
Joyce,  which  finished  second 

to  Acton-Boxboro,  and  by  Alicia 
Keenan’s  first  place  finishes 
in  the  100  yards  breaststroke  and 
200  yards  Individual  Medley. 
Other  top  six  individual  per¬ 

formances  were  turned  in  by 
Amy  Kiley  (100  yards 
breaststroke),  Joyce  (100  yards 
freestyle),  McCarthy  (200  yards 
and  500  yards  freestyles), 

and  Mooney  (100  yards  back- 
stroke).  Next,  Latin  proved 
itself  a  strong  force  at  the  South 
Sectional  Championships, 

finishing  seventh  and  outscoring 
several  powerful  teams  in¬ 
cluding  Brookline,  the  Suburban 
League  Champions.  This  perfor¬ 
mance  was  again  led  by  the 

second  place  finish  of  the  medley 
relay  team,  and  Alicia  Keenan’s 
second  place  in  the  breaststroke  and 
fifth  place  in  the  I.M.  Also 
scoring  in  individual  events  were 
Suzanne  Mooney  and  Megan 
McCarthy.  The  team  hopes  to  finish 
the  season  with  a  strong  perfor¬ 
mance  at  the  State  Champion¬ 
ships.  Next  year  looks  excel¬ 

lent  for  the  team;  there  is  tremen¬ 
dous  young  talent  in  the  team. 
Congratulations  to  the  entire 
team  on  their  fantastic  year! 


Cross 
C  o  u  n try 

by  Ann  Leahy 

The  Boston  Latin  Cross  Country  team 
has  had  quite  a  productive  season  this 
year.  Under  the  direction  of  coach 
Michael  Maugh  and  manager  Frank 
Floyd,  the  girls’  team  ended  the  season 
with  a  record  of  three  wins  and  four 
losses.  At  the  Dual  County  All  League 
Meet,  which  was  held  at  Wayland 
High  School  on  Thursday,  November 
3,  they  finished  fourth  out  of  eight 
teams.  Emily  Parker  (Class  III) 
finished  seventh  overall.  Special  con¬ 
gratulations  are  due  to  the  captain  of 
the  girls’  team,  Elaine  Sylvester(Class 
II),  who  led  the  team  with  her  per¬ 
formance,  as  well  as  her  spirit, 
throughout  the  entire  season.  Although 
the  boys’  Cross  Country  team  enjoyed 
no  victories  this  year,  a  relentless  ef¬ 
fort  was  exerted  by  all  members  at 
every  meet. 


It’s  the  P  la  y  e  rs  that 
Count 


by  Katie  Hanlon 


This  year’s  Golf  Team  consisted  of  eight 
members;  the  captain  was  senior  Dave 
McCabe.  Although  the  team’s  record  of 
4-8  was  not  the  best  ever, 
Coach  Bennie  Myers  and  a  few  of  the 
players  had  some  inspiring  words  to  say 
about  this  year’s  season.  When  asked  to 
describe  the  team,  Coach  Myers 
replied, "We  did  not  have  an  outstanding 
record,  but  for  the  first  time  in 
this  school’s  history  of  being  in  the  Dual 
County  League,  John  Bernard  and  Dave 
McCabe  had  the  best  winning  percentage 
as  the  number  one  and  number  two 
players  of  any  team;  their  personal  records 
were  15-7-2."  On  another  note  Coach 
Myers  said  that  despite  the  team’s  record, 
the  team  itself  was  led  in  good  spirits  by 
senior  Tim  Galvin,  who  will  be  greatly 


missed.  Tim  Galvin  commented,"  It  was 
the  best  three  years  cf  my  life 
and  I  highly  encourage  interested  students 
to  join.  I  think  Bennie  Myers  does  an 
excellent  job  as  coach."  Also,  John 
Bernard  said,  "Golfs  a  great  sport;  I  just 
wish  more  kids  would  try  out  for  the 
team.”  Coach  Myers  would  like  to  give 
a  special  thanks  to  those  who 
participated  in  the  sport  this  year  and 
especially  to  John  Bernard  to  whom  he 
sends  congratulations  for  defeating  the 
league’s  fifteen  best  golfers  in  the  Dual 
County  League  Medalist  Tournament.  John 
defeated  Jeff  Kelbe  of  Lincoln- 
Sudbury  High  School  in  a  "sudden  death" 
playoff  on  the  first  hole.  Also,  Dave  Mc¬ 
Cabe  finished  second  in  this  tournament. 


DECEMBER  1988  *  ARGO  *  5 

SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS  SPORTS 

SPORTS 


P  hysica  lly  Down, 
S  p  iritu  a  lly  Up 


The  Pep 
R  a  lly 


by  Careyanne  DiNisco 

Plagued  with  many  injuries 
and  with  the  lack  of  facilities, 
the  girls’  soccer  team  did  not 
finish  off  as  well  as  expected 
this  season.  Co-captains 
Suzanne  Wilson  and  Molly 
Wilson  led  the  team  with 
outstanding  spirit  and  team 
loyalty.  The  girls  did  not  have 
a  home  field  this 
season;  all  of  their 
games  were  played 
away.  Nevertheless 
the  team  was  not 
without 
genuine  enthusiasm; 
the  girls  went  out 
onto  the  field  with 
high  hopes  and  a 
positive  attitude 
every  game. 

The  teams’  leading 
goal  scorers  were 
Molly  Wilson,  Tricia 
Kelly,  and  Suzanne 
Wilson.  Halfway 
through  the  season 
however,  Tricia 
sprained  her  ankle 


in  a  game  against  Wayland. 
Key  defense  player  Patricia 
Flaherty  was  also  on  injured 
reserve  with  a  severe  case  of 
mononucleosis.  Other  injuries 
included  Rachel  Madden’s 
sprained  ankle  and  Careyanne 
DiNisco’s  dislocated  jaw.  Con¬ 
sequently,  the  team  had  to 


carry  on  the  second  half  of 
the  season  without  four  of  its 
starting  players;  thus,  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  season. 
The  team  wishes  to  give  a 
special  thanks  to  the  dedicated 
Coach  Aris. 


by  Michelle  McCullough  and  Erin  O'Reilly 


This  year’s  pep  rally  was  different  from  past 
rallies.  Because  of  the  renovations,  only  two 
rallies  were  held,  one  in  the  Annex  and  one 
in  the  main  building.  One  thing  hasn’t 
changed, however.  Spirits  were  high  as  everyone 
yelled  along  with  the  cheerleaders  and  danced 
to  the  band’s  accompaniment.  The  football 
players  ran  on  stage  one  by  one,  exciting  the 
eager  crowd.  The  cheerleaders  performed  with 
smiling  faces,  knowing  the  certain  freezing  con¬ 
ditions  they  would  face  the  next  day.  Toward 
the  end,  the  traditional  toiletpaper  toss  com¬ 
menced,  although  it  was  shortlived. 


1  9  8  8  GIRLS’ 
VO  LLE YB ALL 


BY  MARY  PHAM 

Ms.  Woo,  the  long-time  coach 
has  helped  the  team  to  reach 
the  finals  for  the  past  two 
years.  This  year,  the  team 
finished  their  season  with  ten 
wins  and  eight  losses.  On 
reflecting  upon  this  year’s 
team,  Betsy  Kennedy,  the 
team’s  co-captain,  the  ARGO 
asked  her  about  this  year’s 
team.  Betsy  replied,"  The 
other  teams  this  year  had  good 
players  with  many  seniors. 
Three  seniors  graduated  last 
year,  and  it  hurt  our  team 
this  year.  There  were  new 
kids  on  the  team  who  needed 
experience  this  year.  They 
were  not  used  to  playing  the 
way  we  were.  When  the 
team  started  playing  well,  it 
was  at  the  end  of  the  season. 


Next  year’s  team  is  going  to 
be  really  good.  The  team  is 
young,  and  now  they  have 
the  experience  to  win  next 
year.”  Ms.  Woo  stated, T  feel 
good  placing  top  five  in  the 
suburban  league.  The  team 
played  with  more  cohesiveness 
this  season.  The  team  was 
certainly  younger  as  far  as  ex¬ 
perience  this  year.  Next  year 
is  our  year.  Pm  very  op¬ 
timistic  about  making  the  tour¬ 
nament.  This  has  been  a 
very  enjoyable  year.  We  had 
a  wonderful  group  of  girls  on 
the  varsity,  junior  varsity,  and 
freshman  teams." 


Great  Gift* 
Ideas  From 


Boston's  Finest  Outdoor  Rollersports  Sho 


Quality  Winter  Sports  Fcmipmenl:  Iceskates,  Snowboards,  Sleds, 
Tobaggans,  Full  line  of  Skateboards,  Rollerskates  \  Accessories, 
Tee  Shirts  &  Stickers,  Skate  Rentals  Available 


$20"0“0“dF^"_>l  !?4  Bri8ht°"Aye 


9&U.UU  wrr  with  ad  ■  ~ 

!  SNOWBOARD  SALE  I  °P.e.n. 

^  $69.99  -  reg.  $89.99 
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CALL  78SKATE 

*  Free  stocking  stuff er 
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The  Arts  and  Recreation  Club  'The  Key  Club  of  BLS" 


The  A  s  ia  n 
C  u  Itu  re  s 
C  lu  b 

by  Fannie  Fong 

The  Asian  Cultures  Club  (A.C.C.)  which 
was  established  over  ten  years  ago,  remains 
one  erf  the  more  prominent  clubs  at 
Boston  Latin  School.  The  club  has  grown  this 
year  due  to  the  edication  of  the  members  and 
the  hard  work  of  the  officers. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  a  few  of  the 
officers,  future  activities  were  discussed:  par¬ 
ties,  ski  trip,  an  amusement  park  trip,  picnics, 
and  beach  barbecues.  This  year,  like  the  last, 
two  other  special  activities  will  also  be  planned. 
The  first  is  A.C.C.  Volleyball,  an  activity  open 
to  all  the  members  of  A.C.C.  Members  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  activity  are  placed  onto  teams  which 
compete  with  the  A.C.C.  volleyball 
teams  from  Boston  Technical  High  School  and 
Boston  Latin  Academy.  This  activity  began 
November  2nd  and  the  matches  take  place 
every  Wednesday  from  4:00  P.M.  to  6:00  P.M. 
in  the  Josiah  Quincy  School  gymnasium.  The 
officers  feel  confident  about  this  activity  and 
they  commented  that  this  would  be 
"something  fun  for  the  club,"  "something  planned 
for  the  members,"  and  "something  to  keep  the 
club  together."  The  second  special  activity 
planned  is  a  Chinese  Festival  which  will  take 
place  some  time  around  Chinese  New  Year. 
Somewhat  similar  to  the  Asia  Night  show  put 
on  last  year,  this  year’s  show  will  be  produced 
with  the  goal  of  teaching  the  B.L.S.  com¬ 
munity  about  the  Asian  cultures. 

The  important  issue  of  joint  activities  was 
also  rought  up.  Last  year  the  club  participated 
in  joint  activities  with  the  Asian  Cultures 
Clubs  of  Boston  Latin  Academy,  and  Boston 
Technical  High  School.  The  results  were 
very  successful.  This  year  they  hope  once  again 
to  work  with  the  other  schools  and  to  bring 
about  desirous  outcomes.  "A.C.C.  doesn’t  real¬ 
ly  deal  with  the  Asian  Cultures."  Having 
been  encountered  many  times  with  this  criticism, 
I  decided  to  ask  the  officers  what  they  thought 
about  this.  They  replied  that  A.C.C.  does 
plan  activities  which  deal  with  the  Asian 
Arts,  such  as  the  Chinese  Festival  coming  up. 
However,  A.C.C.  doesn’t  really  emphasize  the 
old  culture  as  much  because  some  have  lost 
interest  in  it  or  they  learn  about  it  at  home. 
Intimidation!  Has  this  affected  the  Asian  Cul¬ 
tures  Club  in  any  way?  It’s  true  that  many 
people  feel  uncomfortable  when  they  walk  into 
the  room  and  find  most  of  the  members  of  the 
club  Asians  or  upperclassmen.  The  officers 
remarked  that  A.C.C.  welcomes  everyone  who  is 
interested  in  joining,  and  they  stressed  the  word 
EVERYONE! 


by  Kathy  Wall 

Since  the  Arts  and  Recreation  Club  is  only 
four  years  old,  not  many  students  know  what 
it  really  is.  Basically,  it’s  a  social  club  open 
to  everyone,  and  it’s  dedicated  to  fun  activities 
and  community  services.  The  main  outings  are 
five  trips  to  the  Huntington  Theatre  spread  out 
over  the  school  year.  Since  September,  the  club 
has  attended  a  performance  of  'The  American 
Clock"  and  has  gone  to  the  Omni  Theatre  at 
the  Science  Museum.  The  wheels  are  already 
in  motion  for  a  Christmas  dance.  The  Arts  and 
Recreation  Club  also  supports  a  little  girl  in 
Colombia  through  fundraising.  Also,  plans  are 
being  made  for  a  canned  food  drive  and  volun¬ 
teer  services.  Melissa  Morales,  president  of  the 
club,  is  optimistic  about  this  coming  year.  Join 
the  Arts  and  Recreation  Club  and  find  out  more 
for  yourself! 


in  Step  with  the  BLS  Math  Team 


by  Sharad  Vivek 

When  it  comes  to  Utility  Period,  there  are 
those  of  us  who  crave  them  either  for  get¬ 
ting  unneeded  work  done,  or  for  some  needed 
rest.  However,  in  addition  to  the  people 
who  are  practicing  in  a  music  group,  tutor¬ 
ing,  or  participating  in  the  buddy  system,  there 
is  another  group  of  students  who  are  trained 
and  honed  in  the  science  of  numbers  -  the 
Math  Team! 

The  Math  Team  has  been  in  existence  for 
many  years.  The  advisors  for  the  team  is 
Mr.  Durant  and  Mr.  Stengel.  Some  time  last 
week  I  had  the  opportunity  to  speak  with 
Mr.  Durant  about  this  team  and  its  selection 
process. 

The  process  of  choosing  future  members  of 
the  Math  Team  lies  in  recruiting  math  stu¬ 
dents  for  Math  Counts.  This  team  is  a  sort  of 
junior  Math  Team.  Only  seventh  and  eighth 
graders  compose  this  team;  from  here,  the 
selection  process  begins.  Not  all  the  members  of 
Math  Counts  go  on  to  become  members  of 
the  Math  Team  and  just  because  one  is  not 
present  in  Math  Counts  does  not  automatically 
disqualify  him  from  the  Math  Team,  al¬ 
though  starting  early  does  help.  From  there  on, 
Mr.  Durant  starts  fresh  with  a  group  of 
students  in  the  ninth  grade,  who  work  with 
the  upperclassmen  of  the  Math  Team.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  if  more  members  are  needed,  Mr. 
Durant  will  talk  with  Math  Honors  teachers  in 
the  ninth  and  tenth  grades  about  students 
who  have  shown  a  little  "extra"  interest  and 
proficiency  in  their  math  class.  These  members 
may  be  recruited  for  the  team  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  Needless  to  say,  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  Math  Team  members  are  Math  Honors 
students;  some  are  even  in  a  higher  grade 
level. 

Coming  off  an  excellent  showing  last  year, 
co-captains  Jimmy  Chow  and  Donna  Szeto  hope 
to  lead  the  team  to  victory  this  year. 


by  Carolyn  Lee 

One  of  the  many  popular  activities  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  is  the  the  Key  Club.  The 
Key  Club,  advised  by  Mr.Carroll,  a  long-time 
Latin  teacher  at  Boston  Latin  School,  is  popular 
for  several  reasons.  First  of  all,  the  club  offers 
its  members  chances  to  perform  charitable  acts 
and  to  make  lasting  contributions  to  society.  For 
example,  the  members  and  the  officers  of  the 
Key  Club  coordinate  two  American  Red  Cross 
Blood  Drives  each  school  year.  In  addition  to 
seeking  donors,  everyone  realizes  the  importance 
of  blood-giving  in  helping  others.  Other  ac¬ 
tivities  in  which  the  Key  Club  is  involved  are 
Oxfam  America  Fasts  during  the  Thanksgiving 
season  and  the  Globe  Santa  Collection  Drive 
during  the  Christmas  season.  This  year,  another 
activity  has  been  added.  The  Key  Club  is 
now  asking  people  to  volunteer  their  time  after 
school  and  during  the  weekends  in  order  to 
tutor  Chinese  immigrants  in  English  and  Al¬ 
gebra.  This  volunteer  opportunity,  offered  by 
the  Mary  Knoll  Sisters  Center  in  Chinatown, 
gives  the  immigrants,  who  are  barely  teenagers, 
a  chance  to  adjust  to  America  and  to  acquire 
a  better  outlook  on  their  lives.  The  members  of 
the  Key  Club  not  only  participate  in  humanitarian 
activities,  but  also  learn  more  about  themselves 
and  about  the  world’s  problems,  one  of  which 
is  world  hunger.  They  are  providing  the  "key” 
to  open  the  doors  for  a  better  tomorrow.  If 
anyone  would  like  to  become  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Key  Club,  contact  me,  Carolyn  Lee 

Junior  Fire 
M  arshal 

by  Regina  Lau 

Have  you  ever  seen  the  flyers  for  the  Junior 
Fire  Marshal?  The  Junior  Fire  Marshal  is  a 
service  club  which  checks  to  see  if  the  fire 
drills  are  operative  and  if  the  fire  extinguishers 
are  in  place  and  charged  up.  Also,  the  mem¬ 
bers  must  check  to  see  if  the  signs  for  the  ex¬ 
iting  procedures  are  posted.  The  club  was  formed 
because  of  the  need  of  assistance  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  fire  safety  and  the  exit  of  drills. 
During  the  fire  drills,  the  exiting  process  is 
timed  to  see  which  doors  clear  out  the  fastest 
and  if  it  is  necessary  to  reroute  the  exits  for 
certain  rooms.  To  ensure  the  safety  of 
the  students,  the  marshals  may  plan  a  mock 
fire  in  the  future.  The  Junior  Fire  Marshal 
reminds  us  that  during  a  drill,  leave  by  desig¬ 
nated  doors,  even  if  an  alarm  should  go 
off. 


y?  MING  TERRACE 

Oriental  Gift  Center,  Inc. 

Importers,  Exporters,  Wholesalers  &  Retailers 

21  Temple  Place 
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Boston,  Massachusetts  02111  ! 
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Tel:  (617)  423-4340 
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Mon.  -  Sat  10am  -  6pm  Michael  Lee 
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POLITICAL  SCIENCE  SOCIETY 


SOMETHING  NEW 


by  Dean  Mazzone 


The  Political  Science  Society  is 
a  club  whose  members  are 
interested  in  and  devoted  to  politics 
in  all  its  myriad  forms.  Chris 
Conly,  president  of  the  Political 
Science  Society,  says,  "Young  people 
today  are  increasingly  aware  of 
politics  and  government,  and  they 
want  to  know  how  it  works. 
The  Political  Science  Society  is  there 
for  those  students  who 
want  to  get  involved  or  are  just 
curious."  The  Political  Science 
Society  has  made  it  a  tradition  over 
the  years  to  host  various  luminaries 
from  the  world  of 
politics  who  consistently  make  im¬ 
portant  speeches  which 
enriches  our  understanding  of 
politics  in  the  world  today. 
This  year  will  be  no  exception. 
Chris  Conly  is  already 
planning  to  invite  many  important 
figures  to  speak  to  the 
society  and  their  speeches  should 
be  no  less  than  informative 


and  inspiring.  Also  being  planned 
is  a  trip  to  the  Senate 
Chambers  sometime  in  the  early 
spring.  Originally  scheduled 
for  this  fall,  the  trip  should  prove 
to  be  an  educational 
journey  into  the  inner-workings  of 
our  local  government. 
Clearly,  this  is  an  opportunity  that 
students  interested  in 
government  simply  can’t  afford  to 
pass.  A  newsletter  of  the  Politi¬ 
cal  Science  Society,  containing 
thoughtful,  incisive  political  com¬ 
mentary  and  analysis  is 
also  on  the  agenda.  Such  a  jour¬ 
nal  of  opinion  would  greatly 
aid  in  promoting  an  atmosphere  of 
intelligent  political 

thought  and  discourse  within  the 
student  body.  This  will  surely  be 
one  of  the  most  exciting  years  for 
the  Political  Science  Society  and 
probably  the  first  of  many  such 
years  to  come. 


by  Fannie  Fong  and  Susana  Yee 


On  a  dreary  November  day, 
at  the  close  of  school,  an  excited 
Antoinette  Eng  bristled  from  the 
crowded  corridors  of  the 
Annex  building  into  room  A25.  Al¬ 
though  exhausted  from  the 
tiresome  events  of  the  day,  she 
entered  the  room  with  a 
rejuvenated  spirit;  she  appeared 
anxious  to  voice  her 
thoughts  on  the  new  club. 
Encouraged  by  her  new  found 
hobby  of  knitting,  "Toni"  decided 
to  establish  the  "Fabric  Expressions 
Society,"  a  club  which 
would  enable  people  to  bring  out 
their  skills  in  the  craft  of 
knitting.  The  club  is  not  open  only 
to  people  with  experience,  but  it 
is  open  to  anyone  who  shows  an 
interest  and  desire  in  experiment¬ 
ing  a  different  kind  of  craft. 
For  a  fee  of  $3.00,  the  members 
will  be  able  to  participate 


in  many  fun-filled  activities  planned 
for  the  year.  One  activity  is  taking 
part  in  the  annual  Fashion/Talent 
Show.  This  spring  the  Fabric  Ex¬ 
pressions  Society  hopes  to  take  part 
in  this  exciting  event  by  doing  a 
little  fashion  segment  in 
which  the  clothes  designed  and 
produced  by  the  members  of  the 
club  will  be  modeled.  Another  ac¬ 
tivity  is  participating  in 
the  workshops.  The  purpose  of  the 
workshops  is  to  allow  the 
members  to  learn  further  the  tech¬ 
niques  of  the  craft.  The 
workshop  meetings  take  place  once 
a  week,  whereas  the  club 
meetings  take  place  once  a  month. 
Because  the  club  is  just  in  its  early 
stages,  many  activities 
have  not  yet  been  planned.  Field 
trips  are  some  of  the  items 
on  the  agenda. 


1988  BLS  MAGAZINE  DRIVE 

Co  ng  ratulations 

to  the  student  body  for  a  re  c  o  rd -s  e  ttin  g 

fundraising  effort. 


Congratulations 

especially  to  Class  III,  the  school 
leaders,  who  reached  their  quota  and 
earned  $1  000  for  the  class  treasury. 


Any  student  who  has  not  reoeived  any  prize  due  should  see  Mr.  Flynn  in  the  office  of  the  main  building. 
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C  u  rta  in  s 


R  is  e  Again 


Under  Mr. 


Izz  o 


by  Michelle  Pearse 


After  a  couple  of  months  of 
confusion,  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Drama  Club  is  once  again 
ready  to  prepare  for  its  1988-1989 
season.  Since  the  resignation 

of  its  former  advisor,  the  Drama 
Club  has  come  under  the  guidance 
of  Mr.  Izzo.  One  may  think 

it  rather  unusual  that  a  chemistry 
teacher  has  become  the  advisor  of 
the  Drama  Club.  After  all,  in  the 
past,  this  role  has  been  usually  as¬ 
signed  to  an  English  or  a  Classics 
teacher.  When  asked  why  he  was 
interested  in  becoming  the  Drama 
Club  advisor,  Mr.  Izzo  replied, 
"I  have  always  enjoyed  drama  and 
the  theater.  I  always  go  to  the 
theater  whenever  I  can.  I  saw 
that  the  club  needed  an  advisor 
and  I  thought  that  it  was  a 
shame  for  the  club  to  be  unable 
to  work  because  of  this  need. 
As  I  said  before,  ‘I  love  the  theater, 
and  I  hope  to  do  what  I  can 
to  help  the  Drama  Club.’"  Mr. 
Izzo  himself  had  previously 
participated  in  an  amateur  theater 
group.  Although  the  Drama 
Club  has  gotten  off  to  a  late  start, 
Mr.  Izzo  hopes  to  put  on  at 
least  one  musical  and  one  serious 
play.  As  to  the  possible  pieces 
which  may  be  produced,  Mr.  Izzo 
himself  informed  me  that  this 
year  is  the  centennial  of  Eugene 


O’Neill’s  works.  Thus,  he  feels 
that  it  would  be  very  appropriate 
to  present  a  play  by  Eugene 
O’Neill.  He  feels  that  "The  Ice 
Man  Cometh”  would  be  a  nice 
selection.  "Due  to  the  late 

start,"  Mr.  Izzo  remarked, "the  of¬ 
ficers  have  been  very  busy  in 
preparation  to  begin  work.  We 
have  the  deadline  for  the  Globe 
Drama  Club  Festival  under  which 
to  work.  However,  the  Drama 
Club  is  not  MY  thing;  it  is  that 
of  the  students.  I  want  to  be 
there  for  them  in  order  to  help  as 
much  as  I  can,  but  it  is  their 
production."  When  asked  if  he 
felt  that  the  renovations  would  pose 
any  problems  for  their  work,  Mr. 
Izzo  replied, "Well,  I  hope  not;  no, 
I  don’t  think  so.  Mr.  Contompasis 
has  assured  us  that  he  would  do 
everything  to  make  it  a  successful 
season  for  the  Drama  Club." 
Any  student  who  has  had  Mr.  Izzo 
for  a  teacher  has  probably  realized 
that  he  is  very  knowledgeable  of 
and  has  a  love  for  literature.  Thus, 
one  can  be  certain  that  these  at¬ 
tributes  will  shine  in  his  work  with 
the  BLS  Drama  Club.  A  bright 
future  awaits  the  BLS  Drama  Club. 
Best  of  luck! 


by  Michele  McCullough 


Getting  a  new  advisor  can  be  a 
difficult  adjustment  for  any  club, 
yet  the  BLS  Drama  Club  has  ac¬ 
cepted  Mr.Izzo  and  is  glad  to  have 


him  as  their  advisor.  I  talked  with 
several  of  the  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Drama  Club,  and  their 
responses  were  favorable.  As  a 
five  year  member,  one  stu¬ 
dent  had  said, "He  takes 
into  consideration  the 
students’  opinion,  and  to 
him,  they  are  a  priority. 
The  new  advisor  also 
makes  suggestions  when 
the  members  of  the  club 
are  deciding  something, 
but  he  does  not  pressure 
anyone  to  do  things  his 
way.  He  approves  of  the 
democratic  procedures  of 
the  Drama  Club."  Other 
students,  just  as  happy  to 
have  Mr.Izzo  as  their  ad¬ 
visor,  made  such  comments 
as:  'He  trusts  us.  He  real¬ 
ly  gives  us  the  power 
we’re  supposed  to  receive 
as  officers";"Mr.Izzo  has 
many  good  ideas  and  al¬ 
ways  gives  us  plenty  of 
input" ;"  Mr.Izzo  puts 
responsibility  back  on  the 
students";and  "Mr.Izzo  and 
the  Drama  Club  -  It  looks 
like  a  great  combination!" 


Inside  Public  Declamation 


by  Jonathan  Glater 

What  kind  of  people  would  stand 
up  in  front  of  over  three  hundred 
fellow-tudents  and  deliver  an  inter¬ 
pretation  of  a  speech? 

Very  brave  people,  brave  people 
who  want  to  be  able  to  speak 
publicly,  for  a  variety  of  reasons. 
I  asked  some  of  the  declaimers  the 
obvious  question:  why  declaim? 

"I  really  don’t  know,"  said  Peter 
Wendler,  one  of  the  co-moderators 
of  Public  Declamation.  "I  think 
what  keeps  me  doing  it  is  the 
adrenaline  rush....  I  think  I  do  it 
because  it’s  a  form  of  self-expres¬ 


sion...  [and]  a  chance  to  hone  my 
oratorical  skills." 

Liz  Sullivan  said,  "I  didn’t  have 
time  to  join  the  Drama  Club,  and 
I  wanted  to  act.  I  acted  in  my 
old  school  (St.  Gregory’s)...  and  I’ve 
always  loved  plays  and  the  theater." 

Bill  Brinkert  told  me  candidly 
when  I  spoke  to  him,  "I  like  the 
sense  of  power  it  gives  me  when 
I’m  on  stage...  I  like  to  think  that 
I  can  make  an  impression  on  them 
[the  audience]  with  my  perfor¬ 
mance."  My  second  question, 
which  the  declaimers  complained  of 
hearing  too  often,  was,  how  does 
one  feel  immediately  before  declaim¬ 
ing? 

Both 
Wendler 
and  Sul¬ 
livan  in¬ 
dependent 
ly  corn- 

1617)  926  0628  pared 

their  feel¬ 
ings  prior 
t  o 
declama¬ 
tion  to 
those,  in 
Wcndler’s 
words,  of 
"  a 
sprinter 
ready  to 
start  the 
100-yard 
dash... 


everything  is  tense  and  expectant." 

Heather  Fairfield’s  response  was 
simpler:  "Nervous.  Always,  every 
single  time,  I’m  nervous...  even 
though  I  know  that  I  know  it  [my 
selection]." 

Brinkert  explained  that,  after  five 
years  of  declaiming,  he  no  longer 
feels  the  tension  he  experienced  at 
first.  He  admitted,  however,  that 
"it  always  gets  you  a  little  bit." 

Samiah  Abdul-Basir  summarized 
her  feelings  in  one  phrase:  "Scared 
to  death,"  she  said. 

On  stage,  however,  "everything 
just  flows.”  Anthony  Ho  said  that 
declaiming  on  stage  reminded  him 
of  "a  newscaster  reading  words  off 
a  screen."  He  continued,  "The 
lines  that  come  to  my  mind,  I  just 
read  them  off  and  interpret  them 
-  and  everything  just  flows." 

"While  I’m  up  there,  it’s  strange," 
said  Fairfield,  who  finds  the  actual 
declamation  to  be  relatively  pain¬ 
less.  "I’m  very  much  at  home 
with  what  I’m  doing.” 

"When  I  get  up  there,  it’s  smooth 
sailing,"  Brinkert  told  me. 
"Everything  calms  down,  and  I’m 
in  control." 

After  declamation,  the  declaimers 
can  finally  relax. 

"I  felt  really  loose,"  Sullivan 
recalled,  remembering  the  first 
Public  Declamation.  "If  I’ve  done 
well,  I’m  pleased.  I  feel  that  I’ve 
finished  something." 

"[I  feel]  very  good,  especially  if 
I’ve  turned  in  a  really  good 


performance,"  Fairfield  said.  Last 
year,  after  declaiming  a  selection 
from  George  Bernard  Shaw’s  St. 
Joan,  Fairfield  stepped  off  the  stage 
in  tears:  "I  knew  I  had  done  a 
good  job....  When  I  get  into  it 
enough  that  I  feel  the  emotion  of 
the  speech  that  I’m  trying  to  con¬ 
vey,  I  know  I’m  really  good." 
However,  she  admitted  that  it  was 
always  difficult  to  agree  with  those 
who  liked  her  performance.  "I 
don’t  like  to  agree  with  others  be¬ 
cause  it  sounds  conceited,"  she  ex¬ 
plained.  "I  mean,  I  know  when 
I’ve  done  well,  but  I  hate  sound¬ 
ing  like  a  conceited  snot." 

"For  that  brief  time  before  and 
during  the  time  on  stage,  every¬ 
thing  is  super-real,"  Wendler  said. 
"You’re  the  most  alive  that  you 
ever  get....  [But]  the  release  of  ten¬ 
sion  is  better  than  the  adrenaline 
rush....  It’s  the  return  to  a  regular 
state  that  makes  it  [the  satisfaction] 
so  much  better.” 

Again,  Abdul-Basir  summed  up 
thedeclaimers’post-declamationfeei- 
ings  in  the  fewest  words:  "That’s 
the  best  part  of  all,"  she  said. 

The  declaimers  do  not  fit  a  com¬ 
mon  mold.  They  all  have  at  least 
one  common  characteristic,  however: 
they  all  declaim.  Despite  their 
different  styles,  interests,  and  per¬ 
sonalities,  Sullivan  emphasized  one 
thing:  "Part  of  it  all  is  that  the 
declaimers  -  we’re  kind  of  a  fami¬ 
ly." 


Richard  Marcus 


Mass  Promotions 

Specializing  in  Imprinted 
Products  And  Promotional  Items 


68  Walnut  St. 
Watartown,  MA  02172 


T-Shirts,  Hats 
Sweatshirts,  Etc. 
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HEALTH  HAZARDS  AT  BUS! 


A  Commentary 


Upon  entering  Boston  Latin  School 
for  the  first  time,  many  are  stunned 
by  the  conditions  under  which  this 
school  is  operating.  Often  the  com¬ 
ment:  "This  can’t  be  healthy,"  can 
be  heard,  but  no  other  action  is 
taken.  Many  questions  have  arisen 
concerning  health  hazards  here  are 
Boston  Latin  School,  particularly 
now  as  the  main  building  under¬ 
goes  its  renovations.  Many  feel  that 
there  is  a  serious  problem  here, 
while  others  feel  that  this  building 
is  no  worse  condition  than  any 
other  building,  and  believe  that 
there  are  no  serious  health  problems 
to  be  concerned  about.  One  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  faculty  remarked:  "I 
really  don’t  think  there  is  a  problem 
here.  Although  there  is  a  lot  of 
dust  in  this  building,  I  think  that 
you  would  find  the  same  in  other 
buildings."  Another  member  of 
the  faculty  remarked:  "  I  don’t 
think  people  should  go  around 


making  mountains  out  of  mole  hills 
here  (about  these  conditions).” 
And  one  student  remarked:  "Well 
there  are  some  problems  here,  but 
there  is  nothing  we  can  do  except 
to  go  around  scaring  ourselves  about 
them."  A  hazard  can  not  be  recog¬ 
nized  until  after  the  damage  has 
been  done.  Many  efforts  have  al¬ 
ready  been  made  to  ensure  that 
school  is  a  safe  environment.  The 
headmaster  and  many  members  of 
the  faculty  have  been  working  in¬ 
credibly  hard  so  that  the  BLS 
building  is  as  safe  as  possible. 
Parents, too,  have  contributed  a  great 
deal  of  effort.  Although  a  great 
deal  of  work  is  being  done,  many 
believe  that  more  preventive 
measures  should  be  taken.  One 
member  of  the  faculty  commented: 
"I’m  really  afraid  about  what  we’ve 
got  here,  I  think  we’ve  got  a  real 
problem."  Another  member  of  the 
faculty  remarked:  "I’m  a  meticulous 
person,  and  for  me  this  building 
is  really  filthy."  One  student  ex¬ 
pressed  his  concern  over  the  peel¬ 
ing  paint,  he  stating:  "I’m  worried 


about  the  paint  on  the  walls  com¬ 
ing  off  for  two  reasons;  one,  be¬ 
cause  after  the  paint  comes  off  in¬ 
sects  can  find  their  way  into  the 
walls  and  breed  in  there,  second¬ 
ly,  because  after  that  paint  chips 
off  it  goes  into  the  air  where  we 
breathe  it  in  and  it  settles  in  our 
lungs."  Another  student  expressed 
her  opinion  vehemently  when  she 
stated:  "This  school  is  a  mess,  just 
look  at  it!  We  have  the  dust,  the 
leaded  water,  and  all  this  noise. 
I’m  also  worried  that  we  don’t  have 
proper  fire  exits.  I  can’t  believe  the 
fdth  around  here.  We  have  a 
right  to  a  clean  school!"  Yet  there 
is  another  important  factor  in¬ 
volved#  this  building  is  proven  to 
be  hazardous,  it  would  have  to  be 
closed  down  until  the  poor  condi¬ 
tions  were  remedied.  Where  would 
the  student  body  and  faculty  go? 
There  isn’t  enough  room  in  the 
Annex  Building  for  everyone,  and 
there  aren’t  any  readily  available 
facilities  in  which  to  move  half 
the  school.  If  students  were  to  be 
given  the  time  off,  it  would  great¬ 


ly  affect  the  seniors.  The  time  off 
would  hurt  them  with  their  college 
applications,  and  it  would  be 
reflected  on  their  transcripts  for  col¬ 
lege.  Not  only  this,  but  the  date 
for  their  graduation  would  have  to 
be  pushed  up.  Somehow  or  another, 
everyone  would  have  to  make  up 
the  time  lost,  and  that  would  be 
very  difficult  for  both  the  students 
and  the  faculty.  The  only  other  al¬ 
ternative  would  be  that  the  con¬ 
struction  work  could  not  continue 
during  the  day,  this  would  then 
extend  the  completion  date  into  the 
indefinite  future.  In  the  upcoming 
months,  the  ARGO  intends  to  ex¬ 
amine  these  problems  more  closely, 
not  only  would  we  like  to  conduct 
some  scientific  experiments,  we 
would  also  like  to  look  into  the 
humanitarian  aspect  of  this  situa¬ 
tion,  too.  We  would  like  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  the  students  and 
the  faculty  concerning  these  issues. 


the  annual  ARGO  CARNATION  sales  start  January  17, 1989! 


R  AC  IS  M  ....  S  T  ILL 
A  PROBLEM  AT 
BLS? 

by  Jonathan  Glater 


A  racist  incident  at  Boston  Latin 
School  was  the  subject  of  an  as¬ 
sembly  for  Class  I  on  Friday, 
November  18.  "There  was  some 
language  that  was  written  on  a 
student’s  locker  that  was  complete¬ 
ly  inappropriate,"  Mr.  Contompasis 
stated  in  an  interview  given  after 
his  excoriating  speech  to  the  senior 
class.  "A  racial  and  ethnic  slur... 
aimed  at  the  student."  Mr.  Con¬ 
tompasis  added  that  he  was  fairly 
certain  that  whoever  had 
defaced  the  locker,  which  belonged 
to  a  member  of  Class  I,  was  also 
a  senior;  "the  nature  of  the  com¬ 
ments  [indicates]  that  it  was  some¬ 
one  who  knew  the  student...  well 
and  for  a  long  period  of  time." 
"I  have  not  had  a  problem  of  this 
kind  with  any  other  class  -  not 
overtly,  like  this,"  the  Headmaster 
continued.  "There  may  have  been 
individual  instances  which  I’m  not 
aware  of,  but  nothing  which  [led 
to]  as  overt  an  incident  as  this." 
Mr.  Contompasis,  who  has  been  at 


the  Latin  School  since  1975,  added, 
"I  have  not  seen  this  kind  of  thing 
occur  as  openly  and  unconscionab¬ 
ly  since  the  ’74-’75-’76  period." 
"It  would’ve  been  very  simple  to 
do  nothing,"  Mr.  Contompasis 
continued.  "The  student  was 
against  having  the  assembly...  [and] 
was  able  to  handle  it  very  effec¬ 
tively.  I  told  [the  student],  ‘I  don’t 
think  Em  issue  like  this  should  be 
condoned.’"  However,  Mr.  Contom¬ 
pasis  admitted  that  "it’s  awful¬ 
ly  difficult  to  indict  an  entire  class 
for  what  may  be  the  work  of  one 
or  two  people." 

LABEL  JARS, 
NOT 

PEOPLE! 


HARVARD 
STUDY PROVES 
KAPLAN  BEST 
SAT  PREP. 


Reporting  the  results  of  an  Independent  Harvard  Study  in 
the  Boston  Globe,  Tuesday,  February  9th,  Harvard  confirmed 
what  we've  known  all  along . . . 

"Analysis  of  the  scores  of  students  using  one  of  four 
coaching  options— Kaplah,  Princeton  (Review),  other  schools, 
or  high  school— showed  the  largest  point  increases  among 
Kaplan  students." 

If  you  want  the  highest  SAT  score  you’re  capable  of,  call 
Kaplan  now.  We're  the  best.  And  we’re  not  the  only  ones 
who  think  so. 

'KAPLAN 

STANLEY  H.  KAPl AN  EDUCATIONAL  CENTER  LTD. 


CLASSES  THROUGHOUT  SUBURBAN  MA., . 
(including  on  the  CAPE),  MAINE,  AND  N.H. 


Classes  forming  now 

(617)  964-TEST 
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WHAT  IS  THE  FACULTY  SENATE? 


by  Rachel  Miselman 

At  Latin  School,  the  students  have 
a  representative  body  who 
voice  their  grievances  and  com¬ 
plaints.  This  body  is  known  as 
the  Student  Council.  After  making 
some  inquiries,  I  discovered  that 
the  teachers  have  a  representative 
body  of  heir  own  as  well.  Their 
body  is  known  as  the  Faculty 
Senate.  The  Faculty  Senate  consists 
of  usually  fourteen  teachers  who 
are  elected  during  the  first  or 
second  week  in  June.  By 
contract,  faculty  members  meet  once 
a  month.  During  these 
meetings,  the  problems  of  the 
teachers  are  discussed.  These 
problems  run  the  gamut  of  the 
seemingly  sub-zero  temperatures  in 
classrooms  to  disruptive  noises  (i.e. 
the  constant  rilling  which  occurs 


everyday  around  seventh  period). 
The  members  come  to  a  decision, 
which  they  take  to  the  headmaster, 
Mr.  Contompasis.  Once  in  con¬ 
ference  with  the  headmaster,  the 
most  this  senate  can  do  is  advise 
him  on  there  educational  policies. 
Thereupon,  I  asked  my  source,  "If 
the  Senate’s  decision  can’t  make  the 
headmaster  vote  either 
way,  then  what  is  the  use  of  this 
Faculty  Senate?  Is  this 
Faculty  Senate  necessary?"  My 
source,  a  member  of  the 
Faculty  Senate  promptly  replied, 
"Yes,  the  Faculty  Senate  is  neces¬ 
sary.  The  Faculty  Senate  is  an  im¬ 
plement  by  which  Mr. 
Contompasis  keeps  in  touch  with 
the  teachers’  needs  in 
instructing  the  student  in  the  best 


possible  circumstances.” 

Although  the  Senate’s  decisions  on 
matters  haven’t  always 
directly  coincided  with  the 
headmaster’s,  the  Senate  has 
managed  to  help  promote  or  real¬ 
ize  many  ideas.  Some  of  these 
ideas  include  the  annual  homework 
letters  which  states  that 
three  hours  of  home  lessons  are  re¬ 
quired  and  the  division  of 

the  grades  into  the  two  buildings. 
The  Faculty  Senate  is  more  than 
a  group  of  teachers  who 
convene  to  discuss  whether  geog¬ 
raphy  should  be  placed  back 
into  the  curriculum  or  whether 
there  should  be  even  more 

foreign  languages.  This  senate  is 
more  than  a  group  of 

teachers  who  convene  to  plan  how 


the  annual  pep  rally  could 
least  interfere  with  the  school  day. 
This  faculty  senate  is 
also  a  group  of  teachers  who  try 
to  uphold  the  tenet,  "if 
teachers  have  the  best  conditions, 
then  it  is  possible  for 
the  best  teaching  to  occur.”  Al¬ 
though  it  sometimes  appears 
that  the  students’  interests  are  the 
primary  concern  of  the 
Faculty  Senate,  they  are  not.  In 
the  words  of  my  source,  the 
primary  interest  of  the  Faculty 
Senate  is  to  ensure  the  best 
educational  policy  in  relation  to  the 
working  conditions  of 
the  teacher." 


SENIORS . DON’T  FORGET  TO  THANK  YOUR  TEACHERS  FOR  THE  COLLEGE  RECOMMENDATIONS! 

SEND  THEM  CARNATIONS! 
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A  NICARAGUAN  POINT  OF  VIEW 


by  Jonathan  Glater 


Two  students  from  Nicaragua  visited 
Boston  Latin  School  to  speak 
with  members  of  the  Universal  Peer 
Discussion  Group.  Roger  Zamorra  is 
a  college  student  who  is  interested 
in  business  administration  and  a 
member  of  the  National  Association  of 
Students  cf  Nicaragua.  Erica 
Toms  is  the  president  of  her  high 
school  chapter  of  the  Association  and 
has  been  an  active  participant  in  the 
student  drives  for  adult  literacy, 
a  better  educational  system,  and  bet¬ 
ter  health  care  facilities. 
Erica  first  summarized  the  recent  his¬ 
tory  of  her  country,  Mr.  Torres 
translated  her  comments:  for  forty- 
five  years  a  "severe  dictatorship"  ex¬ 
isted  in  Nicaragua.  "The  situation 
was  very  difficult,"  she  explained. 
The  people  had  no  right  to  organize 
or  express  themselves. 

In  1979  the  people  toppled  the 
Samosa  dictatorship;  "a  new  period 
began  for  the  youth  of  Nicaragua." 
It  was  necessary  that  the  young 
people  involve  themselves  in 
Nicaraguan  affairs  because  74%  of  the 
nation’s  population  is  under  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  The  students 
were  equal  to  the  task:  over  one 
hundred  thousand  of  them  participated 
in  the  first  literacy  campaign.  From 
then  on,  the  young  people  devoted 
more  and  more  of  their  time  to  im¬ 
proving  the  nation’s  health  care 
programs,  educational  system,  and 
other  public  services.  They  also 
organized  the  National  Association  of 
Students  to  manage  all  the  activities. 
After  providing  this  background  in¬ 
formation,  Erica  and  Roger 
fielded  questions  from  Discussion 
Group  members.  One  student  wanted 
to  know  whether  the  Nicaraguan 


government  was  Communist.  Roger 
denied  this,  stating  flatly,  "The 
Nicaraguan  government  is  not  Com¬ 
munist...  One  part  of  the  Nicaraguan 
constitution  allows  private  and  public 
enterprise...  [there  is]  freedom  of 
religion:  99%  of  the  population 

is  very  religious."  These  freedoms, 
Roger  continued,  would  not  exist  in 
a  Communist  system. 

Then  why,  another  member  wanted 
to  know,  were  the  formerly  US- 
backed  Contras  called  "  freedom 
fighters"?  In  1979,  Roger  explained, 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new 
government  after  toppling  the  Samosa 
regime  was  to  declare  itself  a  non- 
aligned  nation.  Furthermore,  "the 
first  leaders  of  the  Contras  are  the 
old  Samosa  guard,"  who  want  a 
return  to  the  tyrannical  regime  that 
existed  before  1979. 

Before  leaving,  Erica  and  Roger  urged 
the  Discussion  Group  members 
to  spread  what  they  had  learned. 
The  two  students,  who  are  touring 
the  US  to  tell  American  students  about 
Nicaragua,  also  passed  out  a  pamphlet 
describing  a  US-Nicaraguan  friendship 
program  called  AMIGO.  Amigo  is 
an  organization  committed  to  improv¬ 
ing  the  relations  between 
Nicaragua  and  other  countries,  espe¬ 
cially  the  United  States.  The 
program  address  is: 


AMIGO 
APTO.  2426 
Managua,  Nicaragua 


AD  ?ai5  i  MEMPoflS  OP  the  cu.10  . 
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Beyond  the  Barriers 


by  Vincent  Lau 

Since  the  last  time  the  ARGO 
brought  you  news  about  the  renova¬ 
tion,  a  lot  has  progressed:  the  former 
grass  fields  on  the  hospital  side  of 
the  main  building  have  been  paved, 
new  parking  spaces  have  been 
marked;  the  structures  of  the  new 
gymnasium  has  risen;  the  front  of¬ 
fices  have  been  painted;  and 
wooden  barriers  have  been  con¬ 
structed.  What  else  is  there  to  be 
done?  How  soon  will  students  be 
able  to  see  these  changes?  These 
questions,  along  with  the  biggest 
one  of  all,  "What  lies  beyond  the 
barriers?",  remain  to  be  unanswered. 
Recently  the  ARGO  came  upon  the 
opportunity  to  ask  Mr.  Contompasis 
these  questions  and  a  chance  to  go 
beyond  the  barriers.. 


Tradition  SavedatBLSin  Room322 


In  the  last  update,  Mr.  Contom¬ 
pasis  had  told  the  ARGO  about  a 
four  phase  construction  plan;  that 
has  changed.  Now,  as  students  in 
the  main  building  can  see,  the  front 
half  of  the  building  is  the  only 
accessible  area.  This  allows  the 
contractors  full  access  to  all  four 
floors  of  the  back  half  of  the  main 
building.  Although  three-quarters  of 
the  front  office  work  is  done,  a 
great  deal  of  construction  for  the 
present  half  of  the  main  building 
still  remains.  The  classrooms  and 
the  lavatories  remain  untouched. 
Work  in  the  auditorium  is  scheduled 
to  start  soon.  Restaining  the 
wooden  fixtures,  repainting  the 
walls,  and  restoring  the  names  to 


the  frieze  are  among  some  of  the 
work  that  is  to  be  done  in  the 
auditorium.  However,  before  any 
of  this  work  can  start,  the  seats 
will  be  removed.  The  wooden 
seats  in  the  auditorium,  too  familiar 
to  many,  will  be  taken  to  a  sub¬ 
contractor  in  Michigan.  There, 
the  seats  will  be  restored,  res¬ 
tained,  and  then  replaced  into  the 
auditorium.  Mr.  Contompasis  also 
added  that  there  will  be  new  cur¬ 
tains,  if  some  alumni  will  be  will¬ 
ing  to  supply  the  funds.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  all  of  this,  the  new 
electrical  switchboard  mentioned  in 
previous  updates  will  be  installed. 
Because  of  the  work  in  the 
auditorium,  the  assembly  hall  will 
be  "off-limits."  Assemblies  and, 
special  events  will  be  held  in  a 
hall  in  the  Annex.  Other  work 
on  the  operating  side  of  the  bar¬ 


riers  includes  the  installation  of 
newly  designed  shatterproof  win¬ 
dows.  Originally,  the  windows 
were  to  be  installed  by  the  end 
of  the  summer.  However,  due  to 
mechanical  faults  in  the  design,  the 
windows  were  sent  back  for  cor¬ 
rection.  Now,  the  new  windows 
are  being  installed.  Contractors 
plan  to  assemble  the  windows 
during  school  hours,  and  then, 
replace  the  windows  of  two  rooms 
per  night. 

Although  work  on  the  front  half 
has  not  gone  into  full  gear  yet, 
the  construction  in  the  back  is  well 
underway.  On  a  tour  beyond  the 
barriers,  the  familiar  crowded 
hallways  lined  with  rusty  lockers 


'QB&m 


ViewoftheNewBiologyLab 


FormerLavatoryEntrance 


were  not  so  familiar  to  this  ARGO 
reporter  after  all.  Without  the  lock¬ 
ers  and  without  the  fire  doors, 
which  will  be  replaced,  there  was 
a  different  perspective.  The  first 
attraction  of  the  tour  was  the 
bathroom.  Instead  of  having  the 
sinks  outside  in  the  locker  areas, 
the  sinks  are  now  placed  within 
the  bathrooms.  Fixtures  are  kept, 
but  new  facilities  for  the  hand¬ 
icapped  will  be  added.  An 
entrance  has  been  carved  out  of 
the  walls,  and  the  former  entrance 
areas  have  been  renovated  into  of¬ 
fice  space  for  teachers.  One  of 
these  areas  will  also  be  a  new 
teachers’  lounge.  The  renovated 
classrooms  were  the  next  attraction 
on  the  list.  The  rooms  that  were 
toured  were  rooms  130  through  132. 
The  structure  of  the  rooms  remains 
the  same.  However,  a  brighter  am¬ 
biance  now  exists.  The  rickety  old 
hardwood  floors  have  been  fixed, 
sanded,  and  restained.  What  a  dif¬ 
ference!  Although  the  floors  are 
the  same,  these  renovated  ones  are 
actually  clean,  and  they  shine!  In 
addition  to  the  floors,  two  black¬ 
boards  out  of  the  three  classrooms 
have  been  restored.  Although  the 
boards  are  the  same  ones,  they’ve 
been  redyed,  and  they  look  as  if 
they  were  new.  Other 
changes  include  the  trans¬ 
formation  of  the  girls’  lock¬ 
er  room  into  the  new  Stu¬ 
dent  Information  Center, 
the  boys’  locker  room  into 
a  storage  space,  and  the 
former  computer  labs  into 
new  classrooms.  Also,  an 
elevator  for  the  hand¬ 
icapped  has  been  installed 
adjacent  to  the  existing 
teachers’  elevator  across 
from  room  134.  There 
have  been  changes  on  the 
third  floors,  too.  The 
planned  biology  labs  are 
well  under  construction. 

The  row  of  classrooms 
starting  from  room  325 
have  been  transformed  into 
two  large  biology 
laboratories,  separated  by  a  v 
smaller  preparation  room. 

As  always,  tradition  plays 
an  important  part  at  BLS; 
a  prime  example  on  the 
third  floor  is  the  preser- 


restoration  of  these  desks.  Besides 
the  visible  cosmetics  and  construc¬ 
tion,  some  utilities  have  also  been 
renovated.  A  new  fire  sprinkler 
system  has  been  installed.  New 
heating  and  ventilation  ducts  will 
be  installed.  For  those  of  vou  in 
the  main  building  wondering  why 
there  is  a  hole  as  large  as  a  door¬ 
way  above  one  of  the  entrances  of 
the  cafeteria,  the  answer  to  your 
question  is  that  the  hole  will  be 
used  as  an  access  for  the  air  ducts 
from  a  utility  area  into  the  cafeteria. 

During  this  tour,  gymnasium 
work  was  also  visited.  The  new 
structure  of  the  gymnasium  will 
not  only  house  the  courts,  but  will 
also  have  classroom  space  and  lock¬ 
er  rooms  underneath  the  courts. 
Included  in  this  structure  are  the 
two  new  back  stairwells,  for  the 
former  ones  have  been  removed. 
Questions  concerning  health  hazards 
were  presented  to  Mr.  Contompasis. 
He  said  that  there  is  no  present 
health  hazard  connected  to  the  con¬ 
struction.  The  wall  paints  being 
used  are  no  different  than  those 


RENOVATION 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  12 


vation  of  the  wooden  desks 

in  room  322.  An  alumnusTheBackStajrwe|lwithouttheStairs 
has  offered  to  pay  for  the 
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CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

President  DiCara  appointed  the 
Honorable  Judge  Harry  Elam  ’40 
as  the  committee’s  chairperson. 
When  asked  why  the  committee 
chose  Mr.  Contompasis  as  this  year’s 
recipient,  Mr.  Carey  paraphrased 
the  comments  of  Judge  Elam.  "He 
[Judge  Elam]  said  that  Mr.  Con¬ 
tompasis  was  selected  because  of 
his  steady  and  tireless  effort 
at  the  school  when  there  have  been 
great  challenges  as  the  school 
has  changed  and  has  grown.  He 
[Mr.  Contompasis]  has  been  a 
key  factor  in  the  school’s  survival. 
He’s  done  a  great  job  with 
minority  students  and  with  extend¬ 
ing  what  Boston  Latin  School 
has  to  offer  into  the  different  com¬ 
munities."  Mr.  Carey  also 
commented  himself  that  it  was  ap¬ 
propriate  that  the  name  of  the 


RENOVATION - 
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used  in  homes,  for  they  are  latex 
wall  paints.  However,  the  oil-based 
ceiling  paints  may  cause  some  un¬ 
pleasant  fumes.  As  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  dusts,  Mr.  Contompasis  said 
that  the  demolition,  which  causes 
most  of  the  dust,  was  done  during 
the  summer.  In  addition,  cus¬ 
todians  are  mopping  the  floors  more 
frequently  to  remove  any  excess 
dust  from  the  construction. 

Another  question  asked  of  the 
Headmaster  concerned  the 
"February  Flip."  The  plan  is  that, 
if  all  of  the  construction  beyond 
the  barriers  will  be  completed  by 
February  vacation,  the  present  clas¬ 
ses  will  be  flipped  over  to  the 
newly  renovated  classrooms. 
However,  if  construction  is  not  com¬ 
pleted  by  then,  the  present  class¬ 
rooms  will  be  used  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  school  year. 

Construction  is  behind  schedule. 
Mr.  Contompasis  gave  two  main 
reasons  for  this.  One  reason  is 
that  hiring  skilled  craftsmen  is  not 
such  an  easy  task  right  now  when 
so  much  construction  work  is  going 
on  in  the  Boston  area.  The  second 
reason  is  that  there  are  many  is¬ 
sues  to  be  considered  or  addressed 
in  the  process  of  the  renovation 
that  were  never  addressed  in  the 
first  place.  Someone  pointed  out 
that  part  of  the  pavement  of  the 
"Appian  Way,"  which  was  dug  in 
order  to  install  a  new  heating  sys¬ 
tem  and  then  repaved  again,  should 
not  have  been  paved  in  the  first 
place.  To  this  comment  Mr.  Con¬ 
tompasis  explained  that  it  was  a 
matter  due  to  the  change  in  decision 
to  use  oil  heating  instead  of  gas 
heating.  Because  it  took  time  to 
order  tanks,  and  because  school  was 
opening,  the  hole  for  the  tank  out¬ 
side  of  the  main  building  had  to 
be  paved  for  the  traffic  and  the 
parking  in  that  area.  The  pave¬ 
ment  was  expected  to  be  broken 
and  repaved;  the  sidewalk  was  hol¬ 
low  underneath;  it  was  only  a  tem¬ 
porary  pavement.  Mr.  Contompasis 
also  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
delay  in  the  construction  of  a  new 
gym,  but  that’s  not  a  concern  right 
now. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  con¬ 
stant  and  drastic  changes  affecting 
the  building  and  you  will  be  taking 
place.  Look  to  the  ARGO  for 
more  renovation  news. 


award  be  changed  this  year, 
because  Mr.  Contompasis  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  dealt  with  so  many 
changes. 

Mr.  Contompasis  had  this  to  say 
about  his  receiving  of  the 
award.  "The  award  is  a  tremen¬ 
dous  honor.  I  am  grateful  and 
honored;  I’m  sure  there  are 
others  who  are  equally  as  qualified." 
The  headmaster  told  us  that 
the  biggest  challenge  that  he’s  had 
as  the  headmaster  of  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  was  to  provide 
the  opportunities  and  access  to 
students  from  communities  which 
have  not  always  received  these 
opportunities.  "These  ’high  risk’ 
students  [’High  risk’  only  be¬ 
cause  their  communities  did  not 
have  certain  facilities  and  the 
access,  not  because  of  the  students 


themselves.]  deserve  the  op¬ 
portunities.”  He  also  said  that  the 
former  suggestions  of  lowering 
the  entrance  standards  for  students 
from  these  communities  would  be 
unheard  of.  "It  would  be  an  in¬ 
sult  to  the  student  and  to  the 
school.  The  biggest  challenge 
was  to  balance  access  and  success." 
The  ARGO  also  asked  Mr. 
Contompasis  for  what  would  he 
like  to  be  remembered.  "Some¬ 
one  who,  as  headmaster,  has 
balanced  the  fidelity  to  tradition 
and  has  recognized  the  need 
for  change"  was  his  response. 
On  the  night  of  November  22, 
1988  at  the  Harvard  Club  of  Bos¬ 
ton  during  the  annual  reunion  din¬ 
ner  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
Headmaster  Michael  G .  Contompasis 
was  awarded  the  "Graduate  of  the 


Year"  award.  Congratulations  Mr. 
Contompasis! 


